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1. Executive Summary
Scenic Central Illinois
Fostering Innovation
Set among rich agricultural land lays one of America’s great waterways: the Illinois
River. While the river is impressive in its own right—draining some 28,000 square miles
of the surrounding prairies and running for over 270 miles—the rich and unique human
history sets it apart as a dynamic and fascinating byway experience. The river and
Downtown Ottawa Murals

the communities that have grown around it have played a major role in linking vast
distances. The Illinois River serves as the linchpin of a huge network of waterways and
railroads that link the Midwest and the Mississippi River with the Great Lakes, Gulf of
Mexico, and the East Coast.
However, the Illinois River is more than just a transportation corridor. The Illinois River
is also a site of innovation. The central location and the abundant natural resources
found in the area have spurred the development of cultures for generations, allowed for
new types of production, and attracted populations eager to forge their own destinies.
People have worked with the river and the surrounding land to invent groundbreaking
technologies, construct factories that fashioned products used in homes and farms
across the world, and organized a transportation network that allowed goods to be
moved efficiently and cheaply—bringing the products of the prairie to market. At the
same time, residents of the Illinois River valley have developed proud traditions that
celebrate their past and many cultures.
The Illinois River Valley is a site of migrations, ideas, innovation, and technological
change. Its development mirrors the expansion of the United States as an industrial
and economic powerhouse. While some of the region’s human history is evident in the
landscape—huge factories still dot riverside towns and continue to produce goods—the
hidden and forgotten histories illustrate a past that is intimately connected to the river

Innovation along the river

AND full of innovation. This profound relationship guides the Illinois River Road National
Scenic Byway (hereafter Illinois River Road) and charts a path for this interpretive plan.

Purpose of this Plan
This interpretive plan helps to illuminate and connect disparate destinations and sites
along this important heritage corridor that hold special historic and cultural meanings.
Many of these sites have existing facilities (e.g., museums, wayside stations, interpretive
panels, plaques, monuments, and parks) run by different organizations (e.g., state,
county, and city governments; historical societies, friends groups, non-profits, private
companies, and religious organizations) that tell their own stories. Moreover, many of
the current byway destinations listed in the natural resources interpretive plan gloss
over or do not prioritize history or local culture. The goal of this plan is to weave together
a coherent experience from this existing cacophony of messages and stories and to
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identify new sites that recognize and interpret historic events in a thematic way that has
meaning that resonates throughout the byway experience.

Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway
Interpretive Plan
2015 • Sea Reach, Ltd.

2

2. Current Status
Natural Resources
Updating The Illinois River Road
The Illinois River Road winds along both sides of the Illinois River for a total of 291 miles.
Calculated another way: about 130 river miles. This section of the river contains some
of the most dramatic landscapes along the entire river, its largest city, and several small
towns. Barges push grain, coal, pig iron, and manufactured goods up and down the river
while people enjoy parks, walk along quaint town centers, and peruse unique shopping
and dining opportunities. As the river and byway move south from the community of
Ottawa to the southern town of Havana it passes through farmland, forests, towns, and
cities.
The Illinois River Road Scenic Byway passes through nine central Illinois counties with a
total population of over 580,000. While current byway visitation is dominated by regional
users coming from Chicago and St. Louis (and their suburbs), the Illinois River Road also
enjoys use from national and international tourists. Whether they drive the entire length
of the byway or experience it for just a short while, byway visitors are drawn to the
Illinois River Road for its scenic appeal, heritage opportunities, natural recreation sites,
and midwestern charm.
An interpretive plan for the byway’s natural resources was developed in 2009. This plan
identified key destinations that were organized and ranked by their qualities as they
relate to the region’s natural resources: its parks, open spaces, refuges, recreational
areas, restoration projects, and hiking trails. Following this plan, a supporting
infrastructure of gateway kiosks, road directionals, and interpretive and marketing
materials have been developed and installed throughout the scenic byway that direct
people to these natural resource sites. Additional materials are made available to
tourists and residents digitally, through media campaigns, and in physical pamphlets
and brochures.
The natural resources interpretive plan identified six gateway communities (Ottawa,
Princeton, Peoria, Canton, Pekin, and Havana). These gateways provide visitors
an introduction to the byway and offers guidance to visitors about recreational
opportunities, travel itineraries, and interpretive programing in the area. Each gateway
Natural Resources Interpretive Plan

community features a large four-sided kiosk that displays information about the byway
as a whole and profiles local attractions. Currently, these local attractions are focused on
natural history. Surrounding the gateway communities are a number of waypoint sites.
Waypoints are destination sites on or near the byway corridor that offer a compelling
experience of one or more intrinsic qualities.
The existing natural resources plan identifies an overarching interpretive theme with
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four subthemes.
2009 Natural Resources Main Theme:
• Shaped by ongoing and often dramatic changes, the productive and beautiful

Illinois River Valley sustains richly varied natural and human communities.
2009 Natural Resources Subthemes:
• People depend upon the region’s natural bounty for their livelihood, for beauty,

and for recreation.
• The Illinois River Valley as it looks today is the result of continual and often

dramatic natural changes to the landscape.
• The natural communities of plants and wildlife that inhabit this evolving

landscape are varied, complex, and—with careful stewardship—immensely
productive.
• The Illinois River Valley’s natural wealth has attracted people for thousands of

years.

The natural resources interpretive plan scope does not include the region’s history and
cultural experiences. Nevertheless, the story of the river, the plant and animal species
that live along the river and Central Illinois, and the surrounding natural resources is
intimately linked with the human history of the region. Indeed, the river influences the
ways in which people live, work, and interact with one another in ways that are just as
profound as its effects upon plant and animal life.

Canal Multiuse Path

In order to make explicit the connections between history and the natural world,
this plan uses small text boxes like this one that highlights the links between sites
already identified in the Natural Resources plan with storylines that appear in the
region’s history.
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3. Interpretation
What is Interpretation?
The Basic Definition
Although the basic definition of interpretation has been worded a number of different
ways, the essence is the same.
Interpretation is a distinct approach to communication that attempts to convey
important messages or themes, rather than isolated facts and figures, through the
use of original objects, first-hand experiences, and illustrative media.
In addition to simply communicating in a specific manner, most interpreters also want to
inspire or enlighten their audience, to open new ways of seeing or experiencing a
particular environment. We hope that visitors will gain a better understanding and
appreciation that may change their behaviors related to resource use, or to take other
actions based on their new insights gained through exposure to interpretation.
We want to make visitors “care” and perhaps even “behave differently” (because now
they care). We hope that if we carefully explain the value of a sensitive natural habitat to
a visitor, then that visitor will not step on the fragile plants, carelessly leave litter behind,
toss a spent cigarette, carelessly let a dog romp around...and the list goes on. While this is
indeed possible, it is not a simple task. It requires planning, knowledge, and a strategy.
Freeman Tilden (August 22, 1883 - May 13, 1980), one of the first people to set down the
principles and theories of interpretation in his 1957 book, Interpreting Our Heritage,
espoused the following principles:
Downtown Ottawa Streetscape

Tilden’s Principles of Interpretation
• Any interpretation that does not somehow relate what is being displayed or

described to something within the personality or experience of the visitor will be
sterile.
• Information, as such, is not interpretation. Interpretation is revelation based on

information. But they are entirely different things. However, all interpretation
includes information.
• Interpretation is an art, which combines many arts, whether the materials

presented are scientific, historical, or architectural.
• The chief aim of interpretation is not instruction, but provocation.
• Interpretation should aim to present a whole rather than a part, and must address

itself to the whole man rather than any phase.
• Interpretation addressed to children (say, up to the age of twelve) should not be a
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dilution of that presented to adults, but should follow a fundamentally different
approach. To be at its best, it will require separate programs.
Further research and evaluation of the effectiveness of interpretation on its intended
audience has resulted in a more refined approach to interpretation, particularly in
the area of its impacts on human behavior. Dr. Sam H. Ham’s research (University of
Idaho, Department of Conservation Social Sciences) focuses on the application of
communication theory to managing visitor behavior in parks and protected areas.
This approach addresses the importance of thematic interpretation, wherein a strong
interpretive message or theme is delivered in such a way as to provoke visitors to think.
Thematic interpretation may have as one of its goals “to make visitors care,” but it
should more importantly be aimed at helping visitors form their own conclusions. When
management concerns require altering visitor’s behaviors, an additional step beyond
strictly preparing a thematic presentation is required. The group that is exhibiting the
undesirable behavior must be evaluated. This process helps to establish the motivating
thoughts and core values of the perpetrator. To change or alter the behavior, the
interpretation must then target or “speak to” that particular audience.

Thematic Interpretation Basics
While interpretive programs can take on many different styles and present a variety
of topics, a thematic approach provides the program with a focus and organization.
The essence of thematic interpretation is to provide visitors with quality interpretive
experiences involving messages that they find interesting and relevant. Important
messages targeted to the correct audience and delivered in the appropriate manner will
ultimately bring about a change in the public’s attitude and behavior involving more
stewardship and caring about a particular site or resource. Simply giving visitors the
Reddick Mansion

facts about a place and expecting them to care about it, is not as effective as sharing
with them the essence of why a place is different or significant.
Simply put, a theme is a take-home message; it is the moral of the story or main
conclusion a visitor takes away from the interpretive activity... In thematic
interpretation, we understand that visitors are going to forget the facts we present
to them. But we know that if the conclusion they draw from all those facts is
meaningful and important, it will provoke them to thought and they’ll continue to
think about that conclusion even when the facts that supported it are long gone
from their memory.
Dr. Sam Ham, Communications Specialist
Interpretive themes embody the messages and impressions that people will take home
from their experience of a place. Facts and statistics, images, and details will fade over
time; the interpretive theme is the substance that remains, and the message people will
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associate with the site in the future. Themes are what people continue to think about,
long after their visit, and this thinking process is what establishes a site’s meaning for
the visitor.
Meaningful things and places matter to us. And that’s what thematic interpretation
at its best, does: it causes visitors to make meaning.
Dr. Sam Ham, Communications Specialist
Interpretive themes may be simple or complex, but they should always be important
to the audience—things that potentially challenge or confirm visitors’ worldview, or at
least provide substantial food for thought. Once the interpretive theme (or themes) has
been chosen, it (or they) becomes a guide for all interpretive work. The theme is most
powerful when integrated throughout the site’s interpretation.
When the thoughts visitors have are positive and consistent with a caring or
stewardship point of view, interpretation serves one of its highest purposes.
Through their thoughts, visitors make personal connections to the place and these
connections in turn deepen the experience they came to enjoy. Both the visitor and
stewardship of the land benefit.
Dr. Sam Ham, Communications Specialist
Because the nature and quality of their experience resides in the minds of the visitors
themselves, interpretation that succeeds in provoking visitors to think about the
significant features and important stories of the place also succeeds in impacting
visitors’ experiences.

Barge Traffic along the Illinois
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4. Interpretive Planning
A Brief Overview of the Process
Getting Started
Site Visit
The planning process begins with a site visit which combines people (the client) who are
intimately familiar with the Illinois River Road with people who are not (the contractor).
This creates the perfect dynamic for looking at a site, both groups perceive what is
needed—but from an entirely different perspective. As a first time visitor, there are
expectations that are consistent with any site: Where is a map? What is there to do?
What is special about this place? How long does it take to see the best stuff? What is the
Close-up of war memorial in Peoria.

experience? What are the amenities? For a seasoned visitor these questions are no longer
relevant, as experience has shared with them the reasons for coming, what one can do
in certain areas, and where to go. This process attempts to combine the two—providing
visitors with pertinent information so that they have a more pleasurable experience and
then return with others to the byway at a later date.
In October of 2014, the Sea Reach team made their first site visit. Driving the length of
the byway in three days, the team documented all of the towns and many of the historic
sites identified in the initial research stage along the byway and assessed the current
state of interpretive content. This process of experiencing the byway as visitors provided
a fresh look to what many locals or those familiar with the area might overlook.
This visit also helped to solidify the goals of the interpretive plan in meetings with byway
staff and stakeholders.

Researching the Byway
Our second step in the process is to interview park and museum staff, recreational
planners, historians, anthropologists, geologists, and others who know what makes this
place a special place. It is their perspective that ultimately provides the “meat” to the
interpretive program.
We discuss project goals, the wow factor, management issues, desired take-homemessages, user groups, and challenges. Through this process, we begin to assimilate
what are the overall goals for the interpretive program. Is the desire to have increased
visitation for sites that are being overlooked? Or controlled visitation for sites that
have reached capacity? Or better education available to visitors to help mitigate
management issues, such as damaging activities, or in this case, is it the desire to make
people aware that these lands are publicly owned, and without financial support, it is
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difficult to maintain them at the level they deserve to be maintained. It is about building
partnerships and public awareness.

Interpretive Goals
1.) Establish a distinct historic and cultural identity for the Illinois River valley as an
entity, while acknowledging partnerships/connections that exist here.
2.) Enhance and facilitate historic and cultural interpretation.
3.) Incorporate a set of strong central themes, focusing on the following concepts:
• the Illinois River
Portion of the 200-foot long Army Corps
of Engineers map at the Wheels O’ Time
Museum

• innovation of people that have called this area home

Developing Themes
After the initial site evaluations, we work on developing primary themes for the site.
These are born out of the workshop, key ideas or concepts are repeated over and over
again in discussion and begin to resonate as important messages: historic ties to the
river and innovative and creative ways in which people of central Illinois have harnessed
the possibilities of the prairie, natural resources, and human capital in ways that were
revolutionary and far-reaching.
The themes and subthemes are sent for review and revision until we all feel satisfied that
the visitor will be exposed to the most important information about the valley, and that
the “take-home-message” resonates with the client’s desire to “get people engaged” with
the site.

Storyline
After the themes and take-home-messages are identified, a thematic storyline is drafted for the
entire valley. This storyline focuses on all aspects of the site—natural and cultural history, and is
written in such a way as to support the themes. The storyline development is when we dig into
all the pertinent facts and information about a site. It provides a mechanism for fact checking
that is prior to developing exhibit text or other interpretive media.
The newly restored WWI monument

Site Evaluation for Wayfinding

along Grand View Drive in Peoria.

After identifying themes we evaluate historic sites for how they relate to the byway
experience and consider basic wayfinding. Can a visitor drive to the site directly off
the byway? Does a site require a detour away from the byway or can it be told at other
sites? This evaluation includes looking at Gateways—natural and cultural—and what
information is available as a visitor enter the area.
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Identifying Sites for Interpretation
Sites are identified on the basis of existing infrastructure and resources already in place.
Existing museums, parks, interpretive signage, public art pieces, historical societies, and
other resources were documented and considered.
This plan also identifies several topics that can be told either:
1.

Anywhere on the byway through an audio tour

2.

At specific sites to deliver site-specific interpretation. These sites are usually in
locations that are located at publicly owned sites or within the public right of way.

Community Meetings
In April 2015 three community meetings were held to solicit information from the public
regarding stories or histories that fell under the general theme of life along the byway.
Former Byway director Anaise Berry provided a brief overview of what the byway has
accomplished since its inception and introduced the team from Sea Reach, who gave
a presentation on how interpretation is folded into interpretive plans and how the
concept of innovation will help to organize the historical resources along the byway.
A complete discussion of the community meetings, along with a list of the participants
and topics discussed, is located in the appendix.

Draft Plan
After the community meetings and vetting the sites identified for interpreation and
history and culture storyline for the byway, a draft plan is created that identifies and
targets specific items for implementation and presents the findings of the research and
community meetings in an organized, thematic manner. The draft plan is then reviewed
Community Meeting held at Dickson
Mounds State Museum on April 25, 2015.

by stakeholders who suggest additions or changes to the document.

Final Plan
The final plan incorporates the edits requested by stakeholders, finalizes the
recommendations, and contains all maps, artwork, and other ancillary information and
products.
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5. Finding a Theme
Illinois River
Fostering an Innovative Culture and History
History and culture can be experienced in a number of different ways along the Illinois
River Road. Visitors can go on a canal boat ride, take a walk in a park, examine old
factories, or visit a museum. By themselves, these experiences offer opportunities
for learning about local history. However, it is only when one examines the history of
how humans have used the river and the surrounding lands in a regional way does the
Peoria City Hall

historical significance of this area emerge from what would otherwise be the ordinary.
Interpretive history done right can unify the myriad of existing and potential historic
sites into a coherent experience that still celebrates the details and uniqueness of each
place and story.
While the scenic beauty of the route provides an unforgettable backdrop to the byway,
interpreting the area’s defining qualities as they relate to history and culture can be a
daunting task. Early on, it became apparent that while certain topics worked well for
some communities, these topics were often too narrow and not inclusive of the entire
byway experience. Additionally, what could be a defining characteristic for one historic
era might not make sense for the same region a few decades later. Thus, the challenge
was to find a common quality that was both unique and distinctive yet encompass the
whole byway and its important history.
Sea Reach began this process by consulting primary and secondary sources about
individual communities along the river and by researching the history and culture of the
region more broadly. Later, site visits helped to gather first impressions of the byway
from the perspective of the visitor. Community meetings with public input refined and
rounded out this process (see section 7 for more details about this process) and provided
local insight that underscored our own findings.
During this process, it became clear that of all the possible topics, we were struck with
the creativity and ingenuity that people who have inhabited the Illinois River Valley
seem to have had. Across the scope of time under consideration, diverse peoples have
harnessed the natural bounty of the region in visionary and remarkable ways. Some of
these actions led to revolutions in the ways in which people, goods, and ideas moved.
Others changed the ways in which music, poetry, or science were conducted. Thus, the
clear, concise, and bold themes used to organize this interpretive plan are the related
themes of the river and innovation.
The focus on the river and innovation pairs well with the Natural Resources interpretive
plan, as locations along the Illinois River Valley that are rich sites to explore nature and
the natural world, they have also attracted human innovators, hoping to tap into the
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richness of central Illinois’ lands. For example, the Kankakee Torrent, which shaped the
river valley and deposited millions of tons of sand and gravel up and down the waterway,
would later influence generations of miners and quarry owners. Duck Island at Rice Lake
is just one example of how the presence of sand and gravel that came from the Kankakee
Torrent drew people to the area. These people in turn created large backwater lakes
during the process of quarry operations, which now host wildlife from birds to fish.

Theme 1: The Illinois River

Although it may be obvious, it is worth noting that the history and culture of the region
is tied directly with the existence of the Illinois River.
The ability to move goods, people, and ideas was facilitated by the presence of the
Illinois River. The river is the lifeblood of this area and—like a ribbon—ties people and
communities together across distance and time.

Theme 2: Innovation

Along with the unifying character of the river, this interpretive plan proposes that the
concept of innovation be the principle theme that helps to organize the history and
culture component for the Illinois River Road Scenic Byway. Innovation, broadly defined,
can be found throughout the river valley and its history. It can take many forms, from the
creation of locks and dams that facilitated a transportation revolution to finding the key
to mass-producing penicillin in a moldy cantaloupe in Peoria.

Connecting to Natural Sites

By concentrating on innovation as the driving component for the history and culture
of the Illinois River Road the byway committee can focus the user’s attention and
expectations into a one-of-a-kind experience. After all, there are many river valleys in the
United States and dozens of them are important transportation corridors. By examining
what makes central Illinois innovative, the approach can create a lasting impression
and appreciation for the area in visitors and residents alike. Innovation also creates
a structure to hang historic sites and themes as they are identified in future planning
documents.
The dual characteristics of innovation and the presence of the Illinois River also allow
the ability to tailor the byway’s experience to various interests. These themes are broad
and flexible enough to accommodate local histories and different types of stories.
Another component of this interpretive plan is to connect the historic and cultural
aspects of the Illinois River Valley to the Natural Resources Plan that was developed in
2009. As stated above, relationship between the natural world and the area’s history and
culture becomes apparent when the proper cues are given and viewed within a regional
framework. This plan lays the groundwork for those connections.
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The vast majority of the destinations listed in the 2009 Natural Resources Interpretive
Plan have considerable historic and cultural stories that accompany the biological,
natural, and geological themes and stories that are already in place. For some of these
destinations, those links have already been explored and explained by existing on-site
interpretation.
A good example of a site with existing historical interpretation is Starved Rock. There,
interpretation exists for Pre-Columbian Illinois, French Exploration and Settlement,
nineteenth century history, and the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) period of the 1930s.
These stories complement the natural history of the region because for each historic
period under consideration, people are interacting with the natural world in clear and
remarkable ways. The French used Starved Rock as a landmark during their travels along
the Illinois River and later as a refuge. Tourists from Chicago drove some of the first cars
on some of the first roads designed for cars in order to get to Starved Rock.
By using innovation as a driver of history for the region, the byway can begin to craft
interpretive messages and marketing materials that link all the sites along the byway-both natural and historic--and have them all resonate with one voice. This will give the
entire byway experience a unique and memorable message that is adaptable and flexible
enough to ensure that each destination can use it in their own way.
Below, you will find a list that visualizes the connections between various parks or
natural resources along the byway that are critical for the development of settlement
and history for the Illinois River Valley. Chapter 4 (History and Culture) and Chapter 9
(Community Profiles) makes these connections in a narrative form.
In summary:
•

The over-arching theme of innovation unites disparate byway sites

•

Innovation, broadly defined, provides flexibility for interpretive topics

•

Innovation can and does effectively unify natural resources (main emphasis of the
2009 Natural Resources Plan) with historic and cultural destinations

.
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Example of how parks and other natural
features have a clear connection to the

Parks and Natural
Resources

History

The River

•

Anderson Lake

•

Fishing & Hunting Club

•

Habitat

•

Coal Deposits

•

Labor Strikes

•

Transportation

•

Transportation

•

Habitat

area’s history and the river.

•

•
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Prairie & Farmland

Emiquon Nature
Preserve
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•

Development of Industry

•

Agricultural Machines

•

Whiskey

•

Farming

•

Fishing

•

Dams &Levees

6. History & Culture
Illinois River Valley
Innovation as a Lens
Examining the history and culture of the byway reveals that it is a place alive with
innovation. Indeed, the ideas and practices that emerged along the Illinois River are a
product of imaginative thinking. From creatively using the natural resources present in
the area and developing new manufacturing techniques to creating stunning works of
art and poetry, the Illinois River Valley is a unique location. Its history and culture are full
of this innovative spirit and are present along the byway.
What follows below is a brief historical overview of the river valley that uses innovation
as a lens to view this special place. It provides a blueprint for how the byway can use
innovation, broadly defined, as an organizational tool for covering hundreds of years of
history.
Geologic History
The Illinois River flows through some of the Midwest’s most dramatic landscapes. Carved
sandstone and limestone bluffs and rich deposits of coal serve as reminders of geologic
events thousands—even millions—of years old. These events would significantly shape
how humans would use the land and positioned the resources they would draw from it.
Millions of years ago, the area that would become central Illinois was heavily vegetated,
swampy, and located near the Equator. Much of this plant material would eventually
become peat as it died and slowly accumulated in bogs and swamplands. Over
millions of years, the layers of peat were compressed into coal, creating vast seams of
bituminous coal that can be found all over central and southern Illinois, including along
the Illinois River.
Geologic Deposits

Other geologic features that played a major role along the Illinois River were glaciers
and floods. Twenty-two thousand years ago, the ancient Mississippi River flowed along
much of the current route of the Illinois River below Hennepin. Later, around 16,000 years
ago, a catastrophic flood (or a series of floods) called the Kankakee Torrent unleashed
the waters of glacial lakes that rushed through the current course of the river, helping to
sculpt the region’s picturesque bluffs.
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The Kankakee Torrent did more than just create bluffs and canyons—it also deposited
glacial sediments and erratics throughout the river valley. Along the southern portion
of byway, vast sand deposits are a reminder of the area’s glacial past from thousands of
years ago. The floodwaters receded down the Illinois River valley leaving a vast deposit
of sand from near Pekin to past Beardstown—this forms the heart of Sand Ridge State
Park. The torrent also created the modern-day path that the Illinois River follows.
The geologic past created the foundations that later settlers used to create their
villages, towns, and cities—along with influencing the types of industries and materials
that could be used. The silica deposits found near Ottawa and Peru make possible the
hundreds of jobs that are related to crafting high-quality glass for cars. The locally
Kankakee Torrent--Central Illinois

sourced coal that powered the industries and heated the homes of Peoria came from
beneath the surface. The clay found along the area produced bricks that built towns and
cities. The visitors that marvel at the slot canyons of Starved Rock are enjoying features
that were thousands of years in the making.
Pre-Columbian
Prior to European exploration and settlement, various bands of Native Americans had
lived along the Illinois River and surrounding areas for hundreds of generations. By the
seventeenth century, the largest group of indigenous peoples living in central Illinois
was associated with the Algonquian-speaking Illinois Confederation, alternatively
called the Illinois or Illiniwek in historical literature. Other groups include the Kickapoo
and Potawatomi tribes, who had been pushed south and west from their traditional
homelands in the early 17th century by the Beaver Wars, and came to areas around
the southern shore of Lake Michigan before the arrival of Europeans. Native groups
traditionally established seasonal and semi-permanent settlements where they
cultivated crops, foraged for food, and hunted. Most importantly, native groups took
advantage of the rich animal life in the river, where fish and shellfish supplemented—
and in some cases provided the bulk of—their diets.

Depiction of mound-building cultures
present in Central Illinois

A strong connection between nature and history as it relates to Illinois’ native
groups can be seen in the archaeological plan. However, the importance of Illinois’
Pre-Columbian past can also be seen in place names. For example, the Old Indian
Boundary Line Prairie north of Princeton is a tallgrass prairie remnant that takes
its name from a line of demarkation established in 1804 with the Treaty of St. Louis.
Signed by some members of the Sauk and Fox tribes, this agreement with the United
States government ceded control of areas north of the Illinois River and most of the
land between the Illinois and Mississippi rivers.
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Illinois River settlements participated in a vast network of trade routes that brought
goods, people, and ideas across thousands of miles that stretched into Mexico, Canada
and to the Atlantic Ocean. Prior to the arrival of Europeans, several native cultures
throughout the area built elaborate burial and temple mounds such as the one at
Dickson Mounds near Lewistown and elsewhere in the Illinois River Basin.
Exploration
The arrival of Europeans, although initially small in number, marked a sea change for
the inhabitants and environment of the Illinois River Valley. While it is probable that
disease and some European manufactured goods likely made their way to central
Illinois before 1673, the physical arrival of French explorers Pere Marquette and Louis
Jolliet in 1673 ushered in a new era. During their foray into the Illinois River on a return
trip from exploring the Mississippi, Marquette and Jolliet noted the presence of a large
village they named the Grand Village of the Illinois (Kaskaskia) at Starved Rock. In 1675
Marquette briefly established the Mission of the Immaculate Conception and produced
a journal that described the people, animals, and lands of central Illinois before he fell
“Marquette and Joliet Welcomed in

ill—sickened with dysentery—and died while traveling back to French settlements in

Illinois” woodcut by Charles Turzak

present-day Michigan.
Jolliet and Marquette’s early explorations were followed up by Rene-Robert Cavelier
(popularly known as La Salle) and Henri de Tonti. In 1680, they helped to solidify France’s
claim on the land by constructing forts along the Illinois River and developed the fur
trade by establishing relations with indigenous groups. They built a series of forts
along the Illinois River, including Fort Crevecoeur (south of East Peoria) and Fort St.
Louis (Starved Rock). Neither fort was occupied for long, as desertions and unrest from
indigenous peoples made their presence precarious. Crevecoeur was abandoned within
a year while Fort St. Louis was occupied by the French until 1691, after which it was only
occasionally occupied by visiting French troops and native peoples.
The establishment of relationships with Europeans and the creation of temporary
and permanent trading posts elicited several responses from indigenous peoples
living in the region. For the most part, these groups actively traded with and worked
Many established nature sites along the Illinois River Road have interpretive
materials that interpret local habitats and the life cycles of native wildlife. One
connection that should be made explicit in any new exhibits for these sites is the
roles that many of these animals played in the lives of indigenous groups and early
explorers. For example, early French trappers were drawn to Illinois by the presence
of beavers and other fur-producing animals. This line of interpretation can then lead
to discussions about why the furs of the beaver were so prized and why beavers
have the type of fur that they do.
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with Europeans—providing them with furs—in exchange for goods that they desired,
such metal objects, guns, and other manufactured goods. As this system had done in
other parts of North America, European trading relationships spurred native groups to
devote more time and resources into trapping, often compelling them to trap further
and further away from their traditional lands. This led to inter-Indian conflicts and a
militarization of native groups.
Permanent French settlements were built along the southern portion of Illinois along the
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, leaving the Illinois River Valley largely alone, save for Fort St.
Louis de Pimiteoui, which Tonti built in 1691, and was located near modern-day Peoria.
This fort served as a trading post and was manned off and on until the end of the French
Period in 1763, when, as a consequence of the French and Indian War, the French ceded
their North American territorial claims to the British. The French fort at Peoria attracted
bands of local Indians who lived near the fort and traded with it when it was garrisoned.
Additionally, residents of French communities in southern Illinois set up long-term
camps near the fort and actively cultivated crops along the banks of the river for use at
Early fortifications at Peoria

the fort and elsewhere.
As seasoned explorers, many of the early French visitors to Illinois recognized that the
Illinois River was a natural transportation corridor that linked the Great Lakes with the
Mississippi River system. With this in mind Jolliet in 1673 proposed that a canal be built
to connect the Illinois River with the Great Lakes. This idea would find many adherents in
later years.
Frontier
The outbreak of the American Revolution spurred a few changes to life along the Illinois
River. It eventually led to a new phase of increased settlement where thousands of
pioneers moved into the region and led to the expulsion of native groups through
one-sided treaties. Although the British longed to restrict settlement to east of the
Appalachian Mountains (evidenced by the Proclamation of 1763), American settlers prior
to and during the Revolutionary War pushed west into the frontier, known as the “Illinois
country.” The Illinois Country, making up primarily of the modern day states of Illinois
and Indiana, held about 1,000 people of European (mainly French) descent.
Early arrivals to central Illinois often remarked how variable the river was--much
different than today’s channelized, dammed, and developed river. One such account
comes from 1838. Captain Howard Stansbury described the Illinois River Valley as

Early map of Western Illinois

“one to five miles wide, deeply overflowed in every freshet, filled with bayous, ponds,
and swamps, and infested with wild beasts.” In natural areas and parks that line the
Illinois River Road, care should be made to note how the environment and river have
changed over time.
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During the war, the British relied on Indian allies to aid their military activities in the
western theater while American revolutionaries, led by George Rogers Clark, hoped to
capture strategic British forts along the Mississippi and Great Lakes. Clark managed
to secure several forts, allowing a flood of settlers to move into Illinois during the war
and set the stage for further conflict involving the British and Indian groups that would
continue until the 1820s.
After the Revolutionary War, the newly formed US government created the Northwest
Territories to administer the lands between the Appalachian Mountains, north of the
Ohio River, and the Mississippi River. Illinois formed the core of the Northwest Territory
and was later split off to form the Illinois Territory in 1809. Small settlements sprung up
in southern and central Illinois, including several along the Illinois River. Peoria grew
slowly, still mostly inhabited by French-speaking settlers. After the War of 1812, the US
government set aside a large tract of land that included much of the land west of the
Illinois River for payment to military veterans. This helped bring some settlers to the
area, although many of the veterans simply sold their claims to others. The US also sent
various surveys to the area, including Stephen Harriman Long, who mapped the Illinois
River in 1816.
From the 1820s through the 1840s, Illinois was very much a frontier. Competing land
claims between settlers and Indian tribes produced conflicts (including the Black
Hawk War of 1832), outlaws—known as the “banditti of the Prairie” preyed on travelers,
isolated communities with long travel times, and a limited government presence all
contributed to Illinois being isolated from the rest of the country.
Despite the isolation and lawlessness, migration from American and European settlers
eager for their own lands intensified. Letters, pamphlets, and books, such as Morris
Birkbeck’s Letters from Illinois (1818), drew European settlers to Illinois with his
descriptions of the natural bounties that Illinois possessed and noted with enthusiasm
that this good land could be purchased with a couple of dollars an acre.
The arrival of new peoples to the prairies and Illinois Valley brought new tensions
among those native to the area as well as new pressures for resources. The growth
of Peoria, for example, created new demands for foods, resources, and services.
Coopers needed wood and potters needed clay in order to sell their wares. Further
south, Ossian Ross started a ferry service across the Illinois River near Havana in
1827. In both instances, newcomers to the area had to negotiate the natural world
(finding resources) and the river.
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When Illinois was granted statehood in 1818 its official population was only 34,620
people. By 1840, the population of just the Illinois River basin was over 190,000 residents.
Ten years later, that number—again, just for the Illinois River basin—would jump to
500,000. New technological improvements in the form of canals and railroads would set
the stage for dramatic population growth in the Illinois River basin and usher in a new
era of resource extraction while innovations helped to jumpstart manufacturing in the
region.
Transportation Revolutions
Throughout the 19th century and well into the 20th century, improvements to
transportation lowered the cost of shipping materials to and from central Illinois.
While improvements to the Illinois River Valley may sound insignificant, these early
developments set the stage for a major manufacturing boom and a prosperous economy
that drew immigrants from around the world to central Illinois. Moreover, turning the
Illinois River into a transportation corridor allowed Chicago to become a great inland
port and made Illinois the most populous inland state.
Huge numbers of settlers flocked to central Illinois because the lowered costs of
“River and Canal Boats,” woodcut by

shipping allowed farmers located far from population centers to produce and ship their

Charles Turzak

goods to cities in a manner that was quick and efficient. It lowered the costs of doing
business for the farmers while at the same time bringing down the costs of food for
those in the cities. Coupled with technological improvements such as plows that could
pierce the tough prairie soils and eventually tractors that could pull heavier weights and
go faster than teams of animals, the availability of low cost transport rippled through
the entire economy of the Illinois River Valley.
In 1836, construction began on the Illinois and Michigan Canal (I & M Canal). Designed
to link the Illinois River with Lake Michigan, the I & M would come to symbolize the
first of many attempts to regulate the water levels along the Illinois River and create
a waterway that would allow shipping to move between the Mississippi River and the
Great Lakes by way of the Illinois River. When it was completed in 1848, the I & M Canal
ran for 96 miles between La Salle and Chicago. Fifteen locks, 5 aqueducts, and 4 hydraulic
power basins helped to move barge traffic up and down the 141-foot change in elevation
between Chicago and La Salle. Patterned after the Erie Canal, the I & M Canal was 6-feet

I&M Canal

deep and was 60 feet in width. Horses and mules pulled the canal boats on towpaths
located next to the canal. Small settlements at either end of the canal (Chicago and La
Salle) quickly grew into large towns.
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While canal trails and parks are principally used today as a means of escape from
urban life, the history is ever present on these artificial waterways. There is good
historical interpretation of the canals and locks at the Illinois Waterway Visitor
Center and at Lock 16 in LaSalle. Other canal areas, including the Hennepin Canal,
could use additional interpretation. To connect these areas to the natural history
plan, many parks and natural areas should create clear connections to the resources
extracted from the larger surrounding area.
Immigrants, mostly from Ireland, performed the backbreaking labor of digging the canal.
Despite the high death rates that many experienced during the construction of the canal,
many Irish remained and found work in the growing towns and cities of the area. Other
immigrants, especially those from Scandinavia and German-speaking areas of Europe,
also came to central Illinois in large numbers. The patchwork of languages, religions,
and cultural traditions reflected the changing face of the upper Midwest and can still be
seen in many of the foods, buildings, and institutions that are an essential part of life in
central Illinois.
Construction of the I & M canal could not have come at a better time. In 1837, John Deere
created his self-scouring steel plow in nearby Grand Detour, Illinois. The new plow
opened up the prairies to settlement and agriculture. The next year, the McCormick
mechanical reaper—which would eventually be produced in Chicago—allowed for
harvests to be done more quickly and with fewer people than traditional methods of
harvesting grain. The combination of the canal and innovative products for pioneers
solidified Illinois as an agricultural powerhouse. By 1860, farmers in Illinois produced
Historic photo of I&M Canal

more wheat and corn than any other state.
In addition to spurring investment and settlement of the central Illinois prairies, the
canal also charted a path that would be followed by later transportation developments
that aimed to move people and goods more quickly and efficiently than the mulepowered I & M canal as well as improving the navigation and speed of the Illinois River.
Although tonnage of goods moved by the canal would not hit its peak until the 1882,
shipping over 1 million tons, many saw the need for a larger canal with steam-powered
boats.
Along the Illinois River, new towns and large infrastructure projects continued. In 1871,
a dam at Henry was constructed to help regulate the water levels of the river while the
occasional dredging projects helped to deepen or clear navigable channels in the river to
accommodate river traffic. Improvements to the river, such as a lock at Copperas Creek
(constructed in 1876), allowed many towns along the river to maintain links with current
events and transported musicians, performers, and salesmen up and down the river.

Hennepin Canal
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Although the canal never lived up to the potential that its backers hoped for, the canal
served as an important test bed for engineering practices and new materials that would
later be replicated in larger projects, such as the Panama Canal. During this time fishing
went from a local food source to an important industry along the length of the Illinois
River. Indeed, by the end of the 19th century the Illinois River was the second leading
source of freshwater fish and mussels after the Columbia River. The river’s productivity,
much like the prairies that surround it, helped to feed the growing industrial cities.
Another transportation revolution occurred at the dawn of the 20th century with the
construction of the Chicago Sanitation and Shipping Canal (CSSC). This project had the
dual goals of finding an outlet for Chicago’s sewage and allowing for larger boats to
operate year-round and move goods from the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River.
Like the I & M canal before it, the CSSC’s impact would be felt throughout the Midwest.
The most pressing need for the new canal was to dispose of Chicago’s sewage. By the
late 19th century, the Chicago River, which naturally drained into Lake Michigan, was
a “greasy sludge, thick as pea soup and red with blood.” As the lake was also the main
source for the city’s drinking water, officials designed a new system that would protect
the city’s water supply by moving its waste downstream into a canal that would carry it
to the Illinois River. Part of this effort involved reversing the course of the Chicago River
by constructing a series of dams and locks that would raise the effective height of the
river and “push” it to flow west and south.
Accompanying the construction of the sanitary canal was a series of eight locks and
Illinois Waterway Dam and Lock near
Starved Rock

dams that were built along the Illinois River. These facilities, built between 1900 and the
late 1930s, along with levees placed along the river effectively “tamed” the Illinois River
by regulating the river’s levels, lowered the incidences and severity of flooding, and
encouraged the greater use of the river to transport bulk cargoes. This project, known as
the Illinois Waterway, became operational in 1933. Additional projects after 1933 helped
to further channelize and regulate the flow of water. Now (mostly) tame, the Illinois River
continues to serve as a highway for commodities. Powerful boats push and pull barges
laden with commodities and goods. When tied together in transport, they can be nearly
as large as the largest boats in the world.
Copperas Creek Lock is an undeveloped site that could tell the story of both the
natural world and of human history. The area, surrounded by hardwood forests with
canals and marshy waters, is the perfect place to interpret these types of forest
ecosystems and the importance of seasonal changes to water levels. This variability,
while natural, is difficult for regular shipping services and dovetails nicely with
historic attempts to regulate river levels.

Detail of the Copperas Creek Lock
downstream water depth gage.
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Manufacturing Boom
As the Illinois River became a transportation artery of international significance, the
region also witnessed the development of a large and modern industrial base from the
mid-19th century that continues today. Much of that manufacturing capability occurred
because of the efforts of innovators who invented new products or created new
manufacturing techniques. In time, the manufacturing and industrial might of the region
would become just as important as the river itself. Importantly, many factories and
plants based in Central Illinois took advantage of their surroundings. Whether it was the
ability to bring zinc ores cheaply to the area on river barges, or using locally mined coal
or silica, industries found that central Illinois had easy access to all they wanted. The
Bounty of the prairie

ability to move products cheaply also benefitted manufacturers in another way—when
it came time to ship their goods to market. Whether by boat, rail, or truck, Central Illinois
had easy access to domestic and international markets. Although the industrialization of
the Illinois River valley would bring many benefits to Central Illinois, it also left a legacy
of pollution that remains a major challenge to communities and the development of new
industries.
The industry that grew along the banks of the Illinois River initially served the interests
of settlers and farmers. In the 1830s and 1840s, industry, if it could be called that, was
small and provincial. Barrel makers, blacksmiths, and boat makers catered to merchants
so they could ship their materials from the plains to market. Other crafts, such as those
providing storage crocs and pots, along with other housewares, supplied new residents
with the goods they needed to start their lives in central Illinois.
In the 1850s and 1860s, the Illinois River Valley saw new industries arrive and flourish.
Everything from steel fabricators and watch factories to button factories sprang
up along both sides of the river. Towns grew even more connected thanks to the
construction of bridges that spared most people the time and money it took to take a
ferry across the river.
The largest manufacturing industry that developed in the area was one for farm
implements and, later, tractors and earthmoving equipment. International firms such
as Caterpillar, John Deere, and International Harvester, among others, all had huge
production facilities or were based in Central Illinois. Initially, these firms designed
and built machines in Central Illinois to be near the farmers who would use them to
literally break the prairie. With new designs and new manufacturing abilities, these
factories went from producing human and animal powered tools to manufacturing huge
combines, enormous dump trucks, and machines powered by gas, diesel, or electricity

Avery Power Machinery Co. was a large

that can be found on any farm in the world. Caterpillar’s headquarters in Peoria and

manufacturer of agricultural machines

the new and old manufacturing facilities that can be found throughout the Illinois

based in Peoria.

River Valley serve as a reminder of this past. Other names and factories, such as the
Avery Manufacturing Company, are now just a memory. At its height in the mid 1910s,
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it was billed as the largest tractor factory in the world and employed over 2,600 people
in Peoria. The human drama of creating these machines is just as impressive. Labor
strikes for fair wages and safe working conditions punctuated much of the region’s
manufacturing history. The men and women who labored in these factories also created
impressive pieces of art and hearty food, and established clubs and traditions that are
still very much alive in the 21st century.
CAT and Corn? How is the development of heavy manufacturing in central Illinois
related to nature? The region’s prairies were daunting in many respects for early
pioneers. Their wooden plows were no match for the thick soils of the prairie. John
Cultivated fields, thanks to CAT.

Deere’s popularization of a steel plow in the mid 19th century allowed settlers to
scratch away the dense plant materials from the top layer to get at the rich soil
below. Later, manufacturers like Caterpillar created machines that could move
over difficult terrain and power through the land, opening up vast tracts of land for
cultivation of corn.

One industry that took off in the later half of the 19th century was whiskey distilling,
especially in Peoria. Indeed, by 1881 Peoria was home to the largest whiskey distillation
plant in the world and produced an astonishing 18.6 million gallons of distilled spirits
in 1896. At first glance, it may seem odd that distillation plants were located along the
Illinois River. Upon closer examination though, the new farmlands that were opened
up by the plows and tractors built in central Illinois allowed for a huge increase in
the amount of grain that could be grown. However, rather than simply sell the grain,
distillation provided a means to create additional value to products. Moreover,
distillation also had the benefit of being easy to transport and would not spoil.
Consequently, a bottle of whiskey became to symbolize the fertility of the prairie in a
Loading Whiskey Barrels in Peoria

compact, valuable good rather than a bulk load of grain.
Innovation along the Illinois River was not just focused on manufacturing heavy-duty
items. During World War II, the Northern Regional Laboratory (now called the National
Center for Agricultural Utilization Research), located just northwest of downtown Peoria,
created new ways of producing penicillin by using a corn byproduct. After the war, the
laboratory remains at the forefront in finding innovative uses for crops and agricultural
products.

Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway
Interpretive Plan
2015 • Sea Reach, Ltd.

28

A New River; A New Way of Thinking
Today, the Illinois River Valley remains a leader in manufacturing and producing goods
that are still found worldwide. The Illinois River continues to link the Mississippi River
system and the Great Lakes economy. However, the manufacturing legacy of the
region—along with efforts to channelize the river and control flooding—have created a
myriad of challenges that will require the people of this valley to think and act regionally
and pursue innovative solutions to complex problems. While this interpretive plan
focuses on the history of the region, the current byway experience also includes driving
New CAT machines roll off the lines

past scenes of ruined buildings, abandoned factories, and EPA-designated Superfund
sites. Rather than ignore these sites, this interpretive plan proposes to use these sites
as opportunities to address new (and old) challenges that this region faces. These are
excellent opportunities to explore the efforts that are currently underway to revive
industries, clean up toxic pollution, or restore some nature into the river ecosystem.
These stories are unique to the area and—despite what many of these sites look like at
first glance—are inspiring!
The toxic slag pile located in the heart of De Pue is a classic example of a community
eyesore. While there are several intriguing interpretive opportunities in the community,
including the history of the town or the arrival of zinc smelting facilities, it would be a
missed opportunity to not address the industrial waste leftover from the zinc processing.
Currently, many of the town’s residents—including the high school science class—are
actively involved in monitoring the ground water and soil conditions within the village.

DePue Slag Pile

The story of citizen science and the town’s organization to get the mess cleaned up is a
perfect example of what residents of this area are doing to make their towns and cities
good places to live and visit. An interpretive experience here would allow visitors an
opportunity to inform themselves of the issues and experiences of people living in De
Pue and to see how residents are not ignorant to the dangers the town faces.

Other examples of sites that are already designated as byway destinations and
are primed to fit into the new history of the Illinois River valley is The Nature
Conservancy’s Emiquon Preserve and the Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge. While
the sites already have interpretation, a more robust connection to the larger region
could place the local efforts there into a regional picture. The story of the Forbes
Biological Station, Illinois River Refuge, the Illinois River Biological Station, and the
Therkildsen Biological Field Station and the efforts to return the area to a more
natural state are just as much a story of changing priorities for the region’s residents
as it one of plants and animals that live there.
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Folk Traditions, Festivals, and Food: Finding the Unique
Central Illinois has a myriad of folk traditions that have shaped the ways in which people
have lived along the Illinois River. While some of these traditions have disappeared from
daily practice, others are hidden from a visitor’s view. Featuring these folk practices is
one way to find what is authentic about the byway and create a sense of wonder.
Other activities, including jobs that are unique to the byway region, also have a certain
appeal to visitors. These unique and authentic activities have the potential to draw
visitors to the region who want to discover what they can not find in their town. This
Jacquard patterns weaved in central

is all the more important because the majority of US visitors to Illinois are people from

Illinois

neighboring states, states that have similar historic and ethnic backgrounds.
Community meetings held in April 2015 helped to illuminate some of these professions,
traditions, and memories. For example, Spring Valley Economic Development Director
Debb Ladgenski noted in a meeting held at Starved Rock that during coal mining’s
heyday in Spring Valley (a company town) huge numbers of very different ethnic groups
came to town. Each brought with them their own languages, traditions, and cultures.
Moreover, because of perceived hostilities between the different immigrants and
language concerns, the faithful miners of Spring Valley built four Catholic Churches: one
for Polish Catholics, one for Irish Catholics, one for Lithuanian Catholics, and one for
Italian Catholics.
Bill Watts, a retired fire chief from Havana, commenting during a public meeting at
Dickson Mounds noted with equal parts pride and sadness about the rise and fall of
the commercial fishing industry near Havana. During his decades on the river and
surrounding communities, he saw the river change and new trends in fishing come and
go. Mr. Watts, brought with him photographs and various artifacts, including a a fish

Mr. Watt’s knives. The upper one has
not been used. The bottom knife has
been much reduced after decades of
use and sharpening.  

knife, well-worn wooden wedges used to create spaces in nets, and a sign that fishermen
put out to indicate how much ice they would need for the day all add that personal
touch to a story. Indeed, during these encounters, history can be found in the smallest of
details. For instance, the knives that Mr. Watts brought were made in Havana at the Old
File Cutlery Company.
A full breakdown of the community meetings is located in the appendix.
As the history and culture of the area is more fully documented other traditions should
be brought into future byway planning documents. Typically, these traditions include:
• Festivals
• Types of music
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• Food
• Art (Painting, Pottery, Sculpture, Dance,
• Ethnic communities
• Region-specific language/writing
• Jobs unique to the area or historical in nature

Some of the folk traditions that have already been identified include:
• Waterfowl decoy carving
• Piloting barge traffic up and down the Illinois River
Duck Decoy Carving

• Wood carving
• Jacquard weaving techniques

Future community meetings and more detailed interviews will be critical in identifying
these folk practices and jobs that are uniquely found in the Illinois River Valley. We
will need to rely on local experts to facilitate these introductions and set up times to
interview people who fit into these categories. These meeting will help to provide details
and personal stories for these traditions, which will help to create a more intimate
connection between the byway traveler and the local culture.
One consistent message that should be told at all nature sites is the very real
human story of the efforts that it took to get these special places preserved from
development or restored from previous agricultural and industrial uses. While each
story is different, the themes are usually similar. It would be beneficial for byway
travelers--and locals--to know just how much time, effort, love, and work went into
creating this system of public spaces. It is part of a larger story about community
and deserves to be elevated to the same level of interpretation as unique
architectural treasures or migratory birds. This effort would involve considerable
interaction with local communities but might help them rediscover their own
history and articulate just why these natural sites are worth protecting.
CAT & ADM: Leveraging Histories of Big Employers
Central Illinois contains the worldwide headquarters of several companies, most notably
Caterpillar, and also has facilities for large, multinational corporations, such as Archer
Daniels Midland (ADM). Not only are these two companies major economic forces in the
region, but they also embody the concept of innovation that is present throughout the
byway and are major draws for tourists. These companies can and should be brought
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into discussions regarding development of historical sites along the byway. Indeed, their
corporate stories are part of the larger history of the Illinois River Valley.
Caterpillar was a late arrival to an already robust manufacturing scene in central Illinois.
Other manufacturers of farm implements, such as Avery and John Deere, had significant
operations in the state. Nonetheless, Caterpillar’s innovative designs, robust engines,
wide line of products, and good timing allowed it to flourish and become a major
international manufacturer and become synonymous with American industrial might.
Holt Manufacturing Company, a forerunner to Caterpillar, had started out as a tractor
manufacturer in central California in the late 19th century. The company’s founder,
One of CATs venerable D3C bulldozers

Benjamin Holt, found success in reducing the weight of tractors--which would often get
bogged down in muddy fields. Another one of Holt’s key innovations was the refinement
of the continuous track, which allows heavy machinery to move about rough terrain
without getting stuck.
In 1909, Holt Manufacturing converted an existing plant into a modern manufacturing
plant in East Peoria, which allowed the company to be close to their primary market:
farmers. The company proved successful in producing machines that farmers wanted,
and exported crawler-type tractors around the world. It was the outbreak of World War
I, however, that cemented the dominance of Holt (later Caterpillar) in the heavy-duty
agricultural and earth moving world. Holt machines were used to transport heavy
artillery in the muck and mud of the trenches of the western European battlefield.
In 1925, struggling with debts and facing stiff competition from the C. L. Best Gas Tractor
Company, Holt and Best merged to form Caterpillar. The combined company took
advantage of the massive highway expansion program of the 1930s and other large
federal construction projects, such as the building of many dams, to increase its market
share and create even larger machines.

A unique cream and blue-colored D2
crawler CAT.

Caterpillar’s history is well understood on an international level and its continuing
tradition of innovation remains a key component of its image. This will continue to
draw in visitors seeking to know more about these fascinating and complex machines.
The Caterpillar Visitor Center in Peoria marries these two concepts exceedingly well.
However, another aspect that is not as well known to byway travelers is the story of
workers at Caterpillar. Moreover, the concept of just how pervasive Caterpillar was
(and is) within the region is difficult to grasp. In its heyday, Caterpillar employed tens
of thousands of people in central Illinois. Even today, the company’s four plants in East
Peoria, Mapleton, Mossville, and Morton--along with its headquarters in Peoria--retains
a massive human presence in the region. Most residents of Central Illinois have ties to
Caterpillar through their spouses, friends, neighbors, or children. This human presence
is something that should also be capitalized on. Unions, former CAT employees, and CAT
management--despite their differences--can still come together and celebrate the past
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and their roles in shaping a legacy of innovation and community building.
ADM’s role in central Illinois is in many ways more pervasive but less noticeable to the
casual byway observer than CAT. Aside from a major presence near Peoria’s riverfront at
the massive--and historic--former Hiram Walker distillery, ADM’s footprint is more elusive.
Its story can be best told by interpreting the entire corn/grain commodity chain process
for visitors. In this way, the story is not about ADM, but rather with ADM playing a role.
It all starts with a byway experience: driving through massive corn and other grain fields.
ADM’s distillery in Peoria converts
grains into ethanol.

From there, one can follow how the grain gets to market in a variety of ways, eventually
finding its way into food, fuel, plastics, and other by-products.
ADM’s business plan revolves around developing products and services that use
agricultural products in new and economically important ways and then bringing them
to market. In fact, this has long been the preoccupation of all farmers in the mid-west.
It meshes nicely with the 19th and early 20th century history of the area and one that
can be readily understood in a number of contexts, most importantly through the
construction of various canals. ADM’s modern day vertical integration throughout this
commodity chain is in many ways the ultimate expression of what a 19th century farmer
would strive for, with its operations covering everything from bioengineering new
seeds, introducing new fertilizers, and owning grain elevators, barge operations, mills,
distilleries, and a number of other facilities.
Other ethanol distilleries include Marquis Energy in Hennepin, Aventine Renewable
Energy in Canton & Pekin, Illinois Corn Processing in Pekin.
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7. Audience
Who Do We Interpret For?
Byway Audiences
Byway travelers crave unique and authentic experiences. They want to explore, learn
about the region they travel to, and immerse themselves in local culture. The qualities
that make the Illinois River Road stand out from other roads, regions, and byways
influence a visitor’s decision to travel the byway. Special places, local people, regional
history, exceptional natural spaces, and authentic experiences motivate people to
travel byways—they do not seek out the familiar. Byways are opportunities to leave the
interstates and find something new.
Locals too are an important audience that scenic byway can tap into. Proper signage and
marketing can allow locals to discover things they did not know existed
Interpretation for Byway Travelers

Heritage Tourism and Scenic Byways: Intersecting Interests
By most definitions, the historic and cultural aspects commonly found along byways,
including the Illinois River Road Scenic Byway, can easily fall into what is commonly
called cultural and heritage tourism. The National Trust for Historic Preservation defines
cultural heritage tourism as “traveling to experience the places, artifacts and activities
that authentically represent the stories and people of the past and present. It includes
cultural, historic and natural resources.”
Another definition, developed out of a 1995 White House Conference on Travel and
Tourism, defines heritage tourism as: “travel directed toward experiencing the arts,
heritage, and special character of a place. America’s rich heritage and culture, rooted
in our history, our creativity and our diverse population, provides visitors to our
communities with a wide variety of cultural opportunities, including museums, historic
sites, dance, music, theater, book and other festivals, historic buildings, arts and crafts
fairs, neighborhoods, and landscapes.”
Finally, the Office of Travel and Tourism Industries labeled cultural-heritage travelers
as anyone having participated in one or more of the following activities: art gallery/
museum, concert/play/musical, cultural heritage sites, ethnic heritage sites, American
Indian community, historical places, and national parks.
More generally, heritage tourists prioritize and visit:
• art galleries, theater and museums
• historic sites, communities or landmarks
• cultural events, festivals and fairs
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• ethnic communities and neighborhoods
• architectural and archaeological treasures

Not only do heritage tourists visit many different types of establishments and sites, they
also spend a significant amount of money doing so. A national market study released
October 2009 reports that “78% of all U.S. leisure travelers participate in cultural and/
or heritage activities while traveling, translating to 118.3 million adults each year. With
cultural and heritage travelers spending an average of $994 per trip, they contribute
more than $192 billion annually to the U.S. economy.”
A 2001 study published by the Public Roads and funded by the Federal Highway
Administration noted that if broken up into segments, the largest sub-group of the
byway traveling public as the so-called “history buffs.” It states that:
“This group likes a variety of traveling experiences - especially scenic beauty, historic
sites, museums, cultural activities, and educational experiences. This group tends to take
fewer trips than the average traveler, but the trips are generally longer. This group likes
scenic byways on the way, as the focus of the trip, or at their destination. This group is
Heritage tourists enjoy seeing the

mostly older and includes a significant number of retirees and couples traveling without

unique, such as this covered bridge in

children. They look for travel information in magazines, newspapers, brochures, and

Bureau County.

billboards. This group is probably the traditional audience for America’s Byways
This plan hopes to capitalize on increased visitation from these so-called “history buffs,”
to the benefit of travelers and local communities along the byway.
Visitor Profiles: Current Illinois River Road Byway Travelers
Today’s visitors to the Illinois River Road Scenic Byway are drawn to the region for
a variety of reasons. The current emphasis on parks and nature sites as the main
destinations prioritize certain visitor experiences and attract certain types of individuals.
Opportunities for hiking, birding, camping, and other outdoor activities have been the
main drivers in promoting the byway. Thus, many current visitors equate the Illinois River
Road Scenic Byway with nature and the outdoors.
While visitors are directed to the gateway cities and towns, the majority of the sites—
especially the high-visitation sites—are located outside of towns and cities. Each
community along the byway has to rely on local institutions, such as museums and
historical societies to promote their town’s history and culture.
Potential Visitor Profiles
Driving for pleasure and leisure is practically a national pastime in the United States.
Nearly 1/3 of all long-distance trips taken in the US are for vacation. Historic attractions
and cultural opportunities along byways are just as important—and contribute more to
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local economies—as natural resources and scenic vistas. People interested in history
and culture make up the largest portion of byway travelers. It makes sense that a welldesigned, interesting, and properly marketed history and culture portion of the byway
could add considerable numbers.
Beyond attracting out-of-state and international visitors, a new focus on the region’s
history and culture could attract local residents. While many visitors to Starved Rock
State Park come from Chicago and experience nature, they might be tempted to take a
trip down the rest of the scenic byway to find something that is quintessentially Illinois,
instead of something that could be found in Chicago.
Challenges and Opportunities
In 2013, there were 105.7 million travelers to Illinois (Illinois Office of Tourism). During
their stay, visitors to Illinois spent over $3 billion. The top domestic visitors (in order
of number of travelers) came from the following states: Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin,
Missouri, and Michigan. The average age of Illinois’s domestic leisure visitors was
45; most visitors were married with an average household income of $79,006. The
primary activities for leisure travelers to Illinois include: visiting friends and relatives;
dining experiences; shopping; visiting a museum or art exhibit; and attending fine arts
performances. International visitors came from Canada, Mexico, the UK, China, and
Enticing visitors to experience more

Germany.

than just Chicago on their trip to Illinois
can be done by providing access to

Not surprisingly, when one looks at the data a little more closely, it is clear that visitation

authentic experiences that one can get

was primarily in the Chicago area, with a little less than 3% of tourist dollars being spent

nowhere else.

in the nine counties that make up the byway area.
• La Salle:

$170 million

• Bureau:

$51 million

• Putnam:

$5.1 million

• Marshall:

$101 million

• Peoria:

$319 million/ 1% of total

• Woodford:

$17 million

• Tazewell:

$189 million

• Fulton:

$22.17 million

• Mason:

$31 million

The main challenge for the Illinois River Scenic Byway is to attract byway visitors—
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whether they come from Chicago or China. The byway needs to convince visitors the
byway is worth their time. Presenting a unified experience that is adaptable to visitor
needs and tastes will go a long way in gaining increased visitation. One opportunity
that is to better coordinate the cultural institutions along the byway to focus the main
message of the byway.
Visitors Vary
For many interpretive specialists the audience analysis feels like “old news,” but the
process of designing interpretive presentations—both the conceptual content and the
physical structure on any project—require that planners and designers keep in mind the
needs of the range of individuals we call the “visitor.”
• Users need and expect orientation information. Recreation and interpretive

sites are spread throughout central Illinois. Users will need and expect orientation
information. Where can they stay? Where can they park? Where can they hike?
What are the fees?
• Users will expect interpretation. Byway travelers benefit from and even expect

to find interpretive materials in a variety of media that address local natural and
cultural history. It is part of the experience.
• Visitors will want information about other recreation activities. The Illinois River

Road stretches a considerable distance, however, outside of its borders are other
nearby byways and historic sites that offer supplemental and complementary
experiences. The other Illinois byways--as well as Chicago more generally--are
natural partners and can create mutually beneficial experiences for visitors that
provoke them to want to explore the region further.
• Irrespective of demographics, interpretive audiences—especially trail/public lands

users— share at least two primary characteristics: they are a non-captive audience,
and they will benefit directly from any and all measures that increase physical and
programmatic accessibility.
The Audience is Non-captive
Interpretively speaking, byway audiences are regarded as non-captive. Non-captive
audiences visit of their own volition—they decide to stay, and pay attention of their
own free will. In contrast, visitors attending a lecture or live interpretive presentation,
or school groups participating in a field trip lesson, are considered captive audiences.
Captive-audience experiences require the visitor to stay and pay attention.
A guided tour is an example of a captive
audience.
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overriding psychological difference: the captive audience has to pay attention, whereas
the non-captive audience does not. The only reward non-captive audiences seek is
internal—an intrinsic satisfaction with what they are experiencing. And, as long as
the information they are receiving continues to be more interesting and entertaining
than other things around them, non-captive audiences will pay attention. However, if
the information is uninteresting or appears to have no entertainment value, it is too
academic, or requires too much effort to understand, the non-captive audience will move
on to something more gratifying.
Good Interpretation
Interpretive experiences that satisfy non-captive audiences always incorporate at least
the following five basic qualities:
The experience is entertaining.
Methods for achieving entertaining interpretive presentations vary depending upon the
communication media. Static exhibits are, of course, the most challenging. Generally,
the best interpretive experiences are those that are game-like, participatory, threedimensional or that incorporate movement, changing scenes, or lively colors—all
characteristics more commonly associated with entertainment. Entertaining interpretive
experiences elicit reactions from the audience—a “wow!” or a chuckle—preferably as
often as possible.
The experience is relevant.
Early in the development of interpretation, Tilden (1957) captured the essence of
relevancy’s importance to interpretation when he exclaimed, “Any interpretation that
does not somehow relate what is being displayed or described to something within the
personality or experience of the visitor will be sterile.” Interpretation is only relevant to
an audience when it is both meaningful and personal.
The experience is organized.
Non-captive audiences are lazy—they will lose interest quickly if they have to work too
hard. This audience will not expend the effort to follow a difficult presentation. They will
decide quickly whether the benefits of paying attention are going to be worth the effort
it will take to understand the information being presented—with non-captive audiences,
this can happen in a matter of seconds. A major factor in this estimate is how well the
message is organized and how many different ideas are presented simultaneously.
Humans have definite limits in their ability to assimilate information, and if too much
information is presented a non-captive audience will lose interest.
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The experience accommodates diversity in learning styles through interactivity.
People assimilate information in different ways. Some are “visual learners,” integrating
information primarily through what they see, others rely primarily on audio input, and
certain people rely on the written word. Any interpretive effort (whenever possible)
should use a mix of media to convey themes and topics so that all people interacting
with the materials have an equal opportunity to learn and gain insight. This approach
is simply another aspect of making exhibits and displays fully accessible to all people
irrespective of ability.
Interpretation is thematic.
Interpretive presentations, regardless of media, should have the qualities of a story—
area 2 discovery: participatory structures
they should have a beginning, an end, and most important of all, a message or moral.
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statistical estimates vary widely. Some estimates argue that 32.5 million noninstitutionalized people (14.1 percent of the U.S. population) experience varying degrees
of limitation when performing “basic life activities”. (Krause and Stoddard 1989).
When disabilities are defined in terms of the ability to perform select physical functions,
an even larger segment of the population can be considered disabled: 37.3 million noninstitutionalized people age 15 and older. When all of these disabilities are considered
in aggregate, an estimated 59.4 percent of the non-institutionalized U.S. population
experiences a physical or mental functional limitation.
Taking an even broader perspective, many other groups not normally considered
disabled can benefit directly from the removal of accessibility barriers: pregnant women,
adults with infants, children, small people, obese people, and the 10 percent of the
population considered temporarily disabled due to accidents or other medical problems.
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Finally, when these individuals are combined with the 59.4 percent discussed above, and
when the friends and families of all are considered, virtually everyone is impacted by
disability.
Physical accessibility is only part of the accessibility issue—programmatic or intellectual
accessibility must also be considered. It does little good to provide physical access to a
facility, if displays, brochures, artworks and other aspects of the interpretive program
preclude participation. By considering the following categories of persons with
disabilities, it is possible to accommodate a very broad range of people:
People with impaired vision.
Visitors, whose impairments may range from myopia to blindness, may be
accommodated by presenting displays and other printed materials in larger print—fonts
should be sans-serif or simple-serif. Appropriate color contrast is also important. In
addition, tactile displays, Braille, and audio programs should be considered where
appropriate.
People with hearing and speech impairments.
Accommodating this group of site users involves the presentation of printed and tactile
materials.
People with mobility impairments.
Although wheelchair users are the most obvious mobility impaired group, it is important
to recognize other mobility impairments—many people are elderly or overweight, may
have difficulty breathing, or are simply not in good physical shape. Accommodating
this group of visitors generally requires ensuring physical accessibility in compliance
with ADAAG standards. Exhibits and other displays must allow physical access within
appropriate space requirements and accepted reach ranges.
People with learning impairments.
People with learning impairments are the most difficult to accommodate. The range of
learning disabilities is vast—from dyslexia to severe mental retardation.
It may be impossible to accommodate all individuals with learning impairments, but it is
possible to serve a broad range of individuals by providing programs that cater to what
many professional educators recognize as the four basic learning styles:
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Innovative learners
People who want to know why; who need the “big picture, and who learn by observation
and intuition.
Analytical learners
People who want to know what; who need to analyze information, and who think
through concepts in an organized fashion.
Common sense learner
People who want to know how; who need practical applications of the information
presented (how one thing influences another), and who need to use the information.
Dynamic learners
People who want to know if; who prefer direct personal involvement when learning, and
who prefer a lack of structure.
No matter how cleverly designed, aesthetically appealing, or accessible, interpretive
experiences are meaningless unless they satisfy an audience’s needs and interests.
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8. Interpretive Media
How Do You Deliver the Message?
Choosing the right media
There are many different ways to deliver an interpretive message and with today’s
advances in technology, the options are expanding. The most effective, however, is faceto-face. It is the enthusiasm of another human being that sells the idea. Second to that, it
is about knowing your audience.
Guided Walks and Presentations
Live presentations, such as nature walks, Junior Ranger programs, campfire talks, and
“Living History” performances, are the most effective form of interpretation. Live
Guided Tours

interpreters can adjust their presentation at any time to accommodate an audience’s
interest and knowledge base. Presentations can range from more traditional, 30-45
minute talks, to staffed “discovery stations” at trails, picnic areas, etc, with props,
welcome signs, and information to share. Staff or volunteers can also take advantage
of “impromptu interpretive moments” at Visitor Center information desks or at historic
sites.
Due to budgetary constraints, most on-staff interpreters only have a certain amount of
time at a site. Presentations may have to be scheduled. Volunteers, particularly those
with a sound heuristic knowledge of the site and its relevant interpretive themes may
also be able to offer on the spot interpretation. The spontaneity of live presentations can
be very rewarding for both the visitor and the interpreter.
Graphic Panels
Interpretive panels are by far the most popular interpretive media. Graphic panels can
provide a base level of interpretation year-round and they are appropriate in a variety of
settings. Interpretive panel displays can be designed to be unobtrusive and yet available
whenever visitors are inclined to experience them. Through use of interesting and
aesthetic graphics, attractive color contrasts, and well-written dynamic text, interpretive
panels can provide a lasting legacy.
Interpretive panels may be fabricated in any number of materials from routed wood
to digital prints that are resin-laminated under high pressure. The most popular
contemporary materials, however, utilize embedded fiberglass, embedded phenolic resin,

Interpretive Panel

or porcelain enamel. All of these materials are extremely durable and allow excellent
reproduction of graphics and text. Porcelain enamel allows for better, more precise
full-color reproduction –– but it is expensive to manufacture initially and replacements
are equally costly. Fiberglass and phenolic resin embedded panels are less expensive
to manufacture than porcelain and replacement costs are also less. However, these
substrates are not as durable and panels may require replacement more frequently––
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especially if vandalism is a problem. Graphic design needs, available funding and the
assumed need for replacements must be seriously considered in the choice of materials
for interpretive panels.
Although graphic panels are by far the most popular form of interpretation along trails
they can severely limit accessibility for some persons with disabilities–– especially those
who experience visual impairments. Because of this, graphic panels work best when they
are part of a larger interpretive program that might combine tactile-relief components
with publications and audio descriptions.
Marker Systems
Markers emblazoned or embossed with appropriate tactile-visual symbols may be
fabricated from a variety of materials to provide interesting alternatives to graphic
panels:
• Points of interest. They can “mark” points of interest all along a trail and can be

easily moved if and when conditions change;
• Tie to curriculum. They can be used to guide visitors simultaneously through

a variety of self-guided tours, or to highlight points of interest in a developed
curriculum;
Trail Markers

• Dispersal. They can provide a subtle form of traffic control, enticing visitors to

spend more time in some areas than others;
• Linear presentation. Numbered markers may be employed for interpretation best

achieved through a linear presentation–– first, second, third, etc.;
• Non-verbal clues. They can provide a form of non-verbal interpretation–– perhaps

an icon of an eye or an ear to suggest that visitors stop to listen or watch;
• Interactive element. They can provide an interactive aspect to a trail, if they allow

for “rubbings .” A raised image or outline can allow visitors–– especially children––
to take something home from their trail experience.
• Clues. Markers can also present educational activities and opportunities for

children. A “find the clue” approach can be used to entice children to spend more
time on a trail–– this could be part of a brochure that can be shared by the family.
Tactile Signage
Tactile-relief plaques featuring Braille, animal tracks, botanical specimens, artifacts, etc.,
may be used in conjunction with, or in lieu of illustrations on graphic panels. Graphic
design, however, becomes a crucial consideration in this case.
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Art
Sometimes art can be the most effective media for getting across an idea. It can be
sculpture, poetry, music, or even a found object that helps tell the story.
Architecture
Any time the architecture of site can support the important messages of a site, it offers
a huge impact on the interpretive program. Sometimes this can be taken very literally,
for example the End of the Oregon Trail Museum is designed as a partial circle of covered
wagons, or the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs Museum has design elements of a
traditional lodge and other tribal motifs. But it does not have to literal. The design and
layout can also support the kind of experience you want the visitor to enjoy.
Landscaping/Site Plan
The layout of trails, site furniture, amenities or lack there-of, should all be considered.
Is the interpretive message you wish to convey consistent with what the visitor
experiences at the site? It is great when the interpretive planner works with the site
planner to design the experience whether it is a trail, wayside, or overlook. Special
plantings, gardens, and the use of site-specific materials can support an interpretive
program.
In addition to the physical layout or contents of a site, there are some programmatic
elements that can support the message you wish to give the public about your facility.
Signage and Landscaping

Interesting examples of this might be a talking trashcan that thanks people for disposing
of their trash or parking spaces designated for hybrid cars. Both send the message that
we care about the environment.
Printed Materials
Printed materials allow perhaps the most flexibility of any type of interpretation. Printed
materials may include the following:
• Self-guided tours that repeat interpretation already presented on graphic panels
• Self-guided tours that present a more in-depth analysis inappropriate for

presentation via graphic panels
• Materials for special interest groups such as bird watchers, wildflower enthusiasts,

history buffs, or fishers.
• Natural or cultural history curricula for school groups (these materials might also

be used by staff to develop live interpretive programs)
• “Souvenir” style publications such as laminated cards, guidebooks, activity
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booklets, and maps, designed so that people might wish to keep them to remember
their visit
Portable Personal Tours (podcasts, smart phone apps, and cell phone tours)
Podcasts can be listened to and/or viewed at home, or visitors can take the podcasts
with them to the site on their own portable digital media players. Podcasts can be
posted regularly on an official website. Podcasts can also be made available on iTunes.
Anyone can subscribe to and automatically download for free these podcasts as they are
published. They can include videos, photos, illustrations, music, sounds, narratives and
more.
A significant advantage to podcasts is that they can be easily changed and updated.
In addition, this type of programming may allow better access for persons with
Mobile Apps

disabilities—and foreign language versions allow access for non-English speakers. See
appendix 1 for full discussion of the different varieties and options for portable tours.
Cell phone-/smart phone-based interpretation
Cell phone audio tours can provide a fun way to learn about the site. Cell phone tour
elements are best when limited to 2 minutes audio time. A small sign or icon can be
posted at various points. A visitor dials into a specified phone number to access the
interpretive information for that site. This can provide an unobtrusive, easy to maintain
interpretive program. The tour can offer information to meet specific interests or
language needs by having a series of extensions. A tour can even be directed to a specific
age group. Commercial services such as OnCell systems can help develop, store, and
maintain cell phone tours.
Smart phone applications are another exciting technology for interpretation. Apps can
give visitors access to large amounts of interpretive material, and they can personalize
the material according to the users’ interests. They can also tie into the phone’s GPS
capabilities, providing site-specific interpretation. Users can store data for future visits,
building on their own knowledge. Perhaps even more intriguingly, apps can allow visitors
to share observations, ideas, questions, and scientific data with site managers and with
the general public, strengthening the site’s constituency.
QR codes allow visitors to scan a small pattern that links their smart phone with a
website, application, or other online information. The public is becoming increasingly
familiar with these distinctive patterns, and their small size allows relatively unobtrusive
access to a large amount of information.
Video Programs
A professionally produced video is a powerful interpretive tool especially for school
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groups, traveling programs, and other public presentations. Much of what “happens in
the forest,” for example, is difficult, if not impossible to observe—close-ups of insect
activity, time-lapse sequences of fungal growth, seasonal changes in foliage, and a
variety of other topics can only be effectively interpreted via film. DVD programs could
be used as a pre field-trip orientation to the site, or as an on-site orientation.
Video production should be a balanced mix of original footage shot on site referring
directly to features along the trail with stock photography of climax forest plants and
animals engaged in behaviors that may be difficult if not impossible to observe on the
trail. Open or closed captioning would of course be necessary to accommodate persons
with disabilities.
Educational Resources
Local schools are important users of interpretive resources. Good educational resources
provide teachers with support in teaching science, history, art, and other subjects,
and help disseminate interpretive and management messages to the next generation.
Resources include live conservation education programs, lesson plans and curricula, and
learning kits.
Website
With the accessibility of the Internet, many visitors have changed how they plan their
vacations and recreation time. Websites can inform new visitors of what to expect at
a site, and they can alert returning visitors to any changes in site conditions, rules, or
offerings. They provide a great platform to offer additional interpretive materials such as
podcasts, audio or video tours, children’s materials, and teaching materials.
Ancillary media
Neither Geocaching nor Letterboxing (described below) are generally recognized as
X marks the spot for geocaching!

interpretive media, however, the vast majority of these hidden treasures are stashed in
our nation’s most beautiful natural areas. These visitor-driven activities are an informal
way of introducing one another to the “special places of this world.” Both activities have
disadvantages—they often encourage off-trail travel, which can damage sensitive sites
and create safety concerns, especially for inexperienced visitors.
Geocaching
Geocaching is an outdoor activity in which the participants use a Global Positioning
System (GPS) receiver or other navigational techniques to hide and seek containers
(called “geocaches” or “caches”). A typical cache is a small waterproof container
containing a logbook. Larger containers can also contain items for trading, usually
toys or trinkets of little value. Geocaching is most often described as a “game of high-
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tech hide and seek”, sharing many aspects with orienteering, treasure hunting, and
waymarking.
Typically a geocacher will place a waterproof container containing a log book (with pen
or pencil) and trade items, then record the cache’s coordinates. These coordinates, along
with other details of the location, are posted on a website. Other geocachers obtain
the coordinates from that listing site and seek out the cache using their GPS handheld
receivers. The finding geocachers record their exploits in the logbook and online.
Geocachers are free to take objects (except the logbook, pencil, or stamp) from the
cache in exchange for leaving something of similar or higher value. Also common are
Geocaching

objects that are moved from cache to cache, called “hitchhikers”, such as Travel Bugs or
Geocoins, whose travels may be logged and followed online.
Letterboxing
Letterboxing is an outdoor hobby that combines elements of orienteering, art, and
puzzle solving. Letterboxers hide small, weatherproof boxes in publicly accessible places
and distribute clues to finding the box in printed catalogs, on one of several web sites, or
by word of mouth. Individual letterboxes usually contain a notebook and a rubber stamp.
Finders make an imprint of the letterbox’s stamp, either on their personal notebook
or on a postcard, and leave an impression of their personal stamp on the letterbox’s
“visitors’ book” or “logbook” — as proof of having found the box and letting subsequent
letterboxers see who have visited. Many letterboxers keep careful track of their “find
count”. The origin of letterboxing can be traced to Dartmoor, Devon, England in 1854.

Letterboxing notebook
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9. Recommendations
Recommendations
Staying Focused
Based on years of experience in crafting byway interpretive plans, informed by indepth research and site visits, and over the course of many months of meetings with
stakeholder groups and the public, the following are recommendations for developing
sites with historic and cultural value along the byway.

Recommendations for Immediate Consideration:
Create a “headline tours” that are dynamic and variable
A major recommendation of this interpretive plan is to create thematic “headline tours”
that are designed to capture the interest of visitors. While remaining under the banner
of innovation and the river, these headlines are designed to appeal to niche interests,
yet still intersect with the larger history of the region. For example, an experience that
highlights the region’s railroad history could have various railroad-centric destinations,
such as the Rock Island Railroad Museum in Chillicothe or the rail yards near Peoria, to
rail histories without a physical location, such as the history of the failed Illinois River
Railroad in a town like Pekin or use a first-person narrative to describe what it was like
to take a ride on the Ottawa Electric Street Railway in the early 1900s. In this example,
innovative railroad techniques and technologies —including how people reacted to
these new technologies—would unify the visitor experience in Chillicothe, Peoria, and
Ottawa. They would experience each of these sites and stories and—by the end of their
byway experience—gain an understanding of the region. This option allows users to
select topics that are of interest to them.
Below are a sampling of thematic headlines that could be used in a dynamic tour. This
can be replicated in print media, smart tours, pod casts, and audio tours.
• Best of Byway. This tour would be designed for the tourist who has a check

list and just wants to hit the most well recognized locations, such as the I & M
Canal, Peoria Waterfront, Starved Rock, and Dickson Mounds. See sample tour
“Best of Byway” in Chapter 11.
• In the Footsteps of Lincoln. This tour traces Lincoln’s presence along the byway.

Stops would include the debate grounds in Ottawa, where Lincoln and Douglas
debated the role of slavery and government, to the Halfway House on Dee
Bennet Road near Utica (although not open to the public currently, the property
is owned by the state). This tour could extend beyond replicating Lincoln’s
time along the Illinois River, but also connect Lincoln to the prevalent issues in

One of the many stately houses along

Illinois from the 1840s to the end of the Civil War. Issues such as the expanding

Grand View Drive.

western frontier, the Mexican-American War, the Black Hawk War, and local
politics could help to strengthen our understanding of Illinois in this critical
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time period. Sources and partners for this project could include Northern Illinois
University (which houses an impressive digital collection in its library) to the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield, Illinois.
• Then and Now (a tour with historic photos). This tour could be developed by

each community. Present day locations of compelling historic photographs
could be identified and then either use traditional interpretive displays or
digital media to show the historic photo in its proper location. This simple act
can link people and history together by creating a strong emotional connection,
as it places visitors and residents directly into a historic scene. Interpretive
messages could include a message about the importance of preservation and
might cultivate more participation and civic pride by local residents.
• Fortune, Fame, and Infamy Along the Byway. From stories of the titans of

industry and industrialists, such as the Reddick family and profiling the homes
that line Grand View Drive in Peoria, to celebrated Vaudeville acts and gangster
speakeasies, this tour allows the visitor to discover innovative practices by all
those attempting to get rich and/or famous throughout the region’s history.
Other stops could include Starved Rock (murder of three women in 1960 caused
a media sensation), Havana (Al Capone vacationed here to hunt and visit the
View luxurious cars on display at the

riverboat casinos), Bradley University (Lydia Moss Bradley’s story of personal

Wheels O’ Time Museum

tragedy and wealth), Cherry (site of the 1909 Cherry Mine Disaster in which 259
men and boys died), and the Radium Girls statue in Ottawa (another story that
captured the national imagination, this time due to cancer deaths related to
women who worked painting radium on watch faces).
• Taming the River. This tour sets visitors on the path to discovering all of the

attempts made to control the Illinois River and make it suitable for river traffic
(including locks, canals, and dams), linking it with the Great Lakes/Chicago,
and increase the acreage devoted to farmland and flood control. Sites in tour
include the Illinois Waterway Visitor Center, the old locks in Henry and at
Copperas Creek, the I & M Canal, Emiquon, and the Hennepin Canal.
• Murder and Mayhem on the byway. This tour examines the byway through

large and small disaster stories and histories. Floods along the river, crimes of
passion, the sinking of the Columbia Steamship, labor strikes, the War of the
Kerry Patch, French and Native Americans strife, gangsters, and the Shelton
Gang.
• Blue Collar Byway/Lunch Pail Stories/Smoke Stack Stories. This tour uses

the personal experiences of people who worked in factories, mines, farms, and
other industries to tell the story of the history and culture of the area with an
emphasis on innovation. This tour could use the experience of people that
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worked in clock factories, coal mines, ethanol/whiskey plants, International
Harvester/CAT, and on farms. Stories of the workers, their daily routine, and
events that stand out in their minds would help tie the various tales together.
The Illinois Labor History Society along with local unions, businesses, and
historical societies could all partner in this oral history project.
• Marching with the Military. This tour uses community war memorials to tell

the stories of troops that fought in the wars and the people they left at home.
Over 250,000 men from Illinois fought during the Civil War, with thousands
others fighting in other conflicts up to this day. Potential partner organizations
include the Illinois National Guard Office of the Historian, the various branches
of the federal armed forces, the Civil War Trust, and other historical societies.
Illinois units fought at many of the Civil War’s major battles. During the Battle of
Young men eager to go fight the Kaiser

Shiloh, for example, 36 units from Illinois participated.

during World War I
• Made in Illinois. This tour captures the essence of innovation in the goods that

were and still are produced in Central Illinois. From pottery, whiskey, and bikes
to Caterpillar machines and uses for agricultural products developed at the
National Laboratory.
• Architectural Illinois. While Chicago captures architectural headlines with

its skyscrapers, unique and innovative architecture is scattered along the
byway. This tour can take visitors to factories, Sears Kit homes, churches, old
farmhouses, mansions, and Frank Lloyd Wright’s Francis W. Little House in
Peoria. Newer buildings, such as the new CAT Corporate Headquarters could
also be profiled.
Visitors can view a rebuilt engine at the

• Monster Machines. The design and manufacture of tractors and earth-

Caterpillar Museum

moving equipment has long been a part of life along the Illinois River.
From International Harvester and Caterpillar to Avery combines and Glide
automobiles, visitors can discover the amazing technological advances in
tractors, cars, and agricultural machines. The people, factories, and amazing
machines are profiled in this tour.
• They do what with that?! This tour takes things found or grown on or near

the byway and follows them through production. From raw goods to finished
products, the tour allows visitors to see the diversity of products and features a
Silica Mine near Ottawa

myriad of Wows! For example goods like corn, silica, coal, and soybeans end up
in a lot of products in interesting and innovative ways. Take, for instance, silica.
The silica operation near Ottawa is North America’s largest silica production
facility, mining fine grain, nearly pure quartz sandstone from the St. Peter
Sandstone deposits. The silica is used for safety glass and fracking fluid, to name
but a few uses. This could include a great geology story and pull in Starved Rock
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Park and the east side of the Byway—once part of the Mississippi valley, into
the mix. It could even include details about how the ground is more permeable
so the farms on the east side need to irrigate more.
Other potential topics include:
• Spooky Stories (Graveyards, Cemeteries, Asylums, and Haunted Locales)
• Weird and Wacky Illinois—(Uniroyal Gal, other roadside attractions, see

roadsideamerica.com for possible ideas.)
• Price of Progress: Environmental Remediation (Emiquon, De Pue)

Upgrade or Create New Mobile App Featuring Dynamic “Headline” Tours
Peoria’s Uniroyal Gal could be
incorporated into a tour about vintage
advertisements and other roadside
attractions.

Upgrade the mobile website to include history and culture. Streamline the experience
so that the user is not overwhelmed by choices. For example, in the “What’s Near Me”
section of the mobile tour, there are no ways to set categories, such as “Food” Expand
the offerings for historic destinations and include history and culture tabs that users can
explore. See Chapter 11 for detailed information.
Alternatively, develop a truly “smart” web app/mobile platform by doing the following:
• Integrate the visitor experience by including history, culture, and archaeology

alongside natural history. The current mobile version does an excellent job with
videos and the emphasis on unique shopping and dining allows the users to get an
“insiders” perspective.
• Create layered map that is easier to navigate with more functionality.
• Create the ability to have your phone automatically relate the history of an area,

idea, or person that is triggered by your position (GPS-activated).

Update Gateway Kiosks
Update gateway kiosks to include new history, culture, and archaeological themes
developed in interpretive plans. This includes updating the map and community panels
to provide additional information about history and culture. Updating these panels
would give the byway an opportunity to direct visitors to an updated app/website. These
panels could be done in HPL to keep costs down.
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Create New Interpretive Exhibits
Create new interpretive signs/wayside exhibits for historic sites identified in this plan.
These physical structures will encourage self-guided exploration and in places where
historic sites exist but lack any on-site interpretation. It also gives a physical cue for
visitors that is easily identifiable.

The Halfway House is in desperate need

Recommendations for Long-Term Consideration:

of interpretation.

Embrace the Present
Do not ignore the immediate past or the present. Incorporate the area’s recent past—
warts and all. This plan recommends taking a pro-active approach to discussing empty
factories and industrial areas (such as several empty buildings in Bartonville or the
burned WestClox factory in Peru) or industrial waste sites (such as the slag pile in De
Pue). This plan recommends that not only should the historical context be provided for
these sites, but also address the current plans or issues surrounding the site.

Encourage Oral Histories
Coordinate with a local university to collect oral histories of people along the byway.
This project could serve as a doctoral dissertation project, class project developed over
several years, or even a multi-year project involving a team of historians, anthropologists,
and folklorists.

Encourage Cooperation Between Destinations
Urge historical societies and other stakeholders to make the info on their National
Historic Register applications and other work available and accessible to wider
audiences by placing them on the web in a variety of formats.
Examples:
• Pocketguide (App)
• Google Field Trip (App)
• Whatwasthere.com
• Atlasobscura.com
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Develop Public Art
Develop public art inside and outside of major cities and towns along the byway that
tells the story of innovation and local history. These visual cues, whether they be simple
art installations, metal silhouettes, large metal “ghost structures,” jacquard art patterns
(similar to quilt patterns on barns), or some combination of public pieces of art that help
convey the region’s history would go a long way of unifying this experience. Moreover,
each piece could tell its own story and become part of the “headline tour.”
Ghost Structures

Create Puzzle Rally Tour
Design a puzzle rally tour, catered towards adults, kids, or both. Every six months develop
a simple tour to guide people to find “objects” along the tour (e.g., tree, structure,
location, statue, etc.). By completing the tour and submitting the items you get a “prize.”
Results can be listed on the website. Can be closely tied to the themed tours and can be
used to highlight certain parts of the tour or seasonal events.

Design an Illinois River Anthology
Create an “Illinois River Anthology.” Using Edgar Lee Masters’ Spoon River Anthology
as the basic style-guide, develop content that creates epitaphs based on historical
characters (real or amalgamations of people). The epitaphs are vehicles to convey
interpretive concepts. These can be presented in digital or physical media and
distributed up and down the byway.

Build a Passport System
Create a Byway Passport System: Visitors obtain a passport at one of the gateway
locations. Visitors then try and get all the passport stamps, obtaining stamps along
the way. Locations should be grouped using the same seven (7) areas that the byway
is currently arranged in. Stamps could be earned through a number of ways, such as:
visiting a site, figuring out a riddle and taking a photo of the answer, or completing
an experience (e.g., finding all of the Murals in Ottawa). Depending on the response
from local businesses and the byway committee, there could also be an “advanced”
passport that could be sold for a modest amount that in addition to completing the
no-cost experiences, another category could be to complete other experiences (typically
paid), such as: visit the planetarium at the Peoria Riverfront Museum, eat at a local
restaurant, visit Dickson Mounds Museum, attend a play, etc. Completing all the passport
experiences would earn a “grand prize.” Smaller prizes along the way centered for
completing regional experiences would allow people to complete smaller portions in a
weekend.
Examples: Yamhill County Tanglebox, McMenamin’s Passport, Former Peoria Academy of
Science
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10. Community Profiles
Town-by-town along the byway
From North to South
Ottawa [Gateway]
Located at the confluence of the Illinois and Fox Rivers, Ottawa’s history reflects the
changes that have taken place as a whole along the Illinois River. With about 20,000
residents, Ottawa is the county seat of La Salle County and the Illinois River Road Scenic
Byway’s northernmost gateway community. Its position along an important travel
Ottawa

corridor meant that Ottawa was a transportation hub with river traffic shaping the
community—followed closely by the arrival of the railroad. Its rich history is on display
in murals scattered through the downtown, fascinating architectural examples, historic
sites, and community parks. Nearby silica mines have provided the glass for automobiles
since the days of the Model T while manufacturing in the late 19th and early 20th drew
waves of immigrants from Northern Europe and Ireland.
Marseilles
Found eight miles east of the Fox River, Marseilles is the last upriver town along the
byway. As early as 1829 a few hearty pioneers set up cabins and small farms and began
trading operations near Marseilles’ present site. By 1861, Marseilles was incorporated
and became a town. Today, it has about 5,000 people. Its foundation, like many Illinois
River towns, was its close connection to the river and the many transportation options it
presented. The I & M Canal comes through the town and was the last section to be built.
Many of the locks are still visible. The town boasts an impressive rail depot that was built
in 1917 for the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad. Several manufacturers, such as
the Marseilles Manufacturing Company (which produced corn shellers), and the National
Biscuit Company came to Marseilles or were founded in the town and took advantage
of the natural resources—especially the water power and coal power— and location
provided by Marseilles.
Starved Rock
A favorite rural refuge from urban life, Starved Rock State Park is one of Illinois’ most
treasured natural areas. Rising from the banks of the Illinois River, Starved Rock has
unique geography resulting from a catastrophic flood (called the Kankakee Torrent)
14,000-17,000 years ago that carved twisting canyons in the sandstone. Starved Rock
has an equally impressive human history, with the area across the park being the site
of the Grand Village of the Illinois. The area was featured in early European chronicles,

Starved Rock
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Depression-era buildings and cabins built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).
Another Depression-Era landmark is the Lock and Dam located near the park, which
is one of 8 dam complexes that allow ships to travel between the Great Lakes and the
Mississippi. The area was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1960.
North Utica
This small, charming community of 1,000 people sits along the Illinois River near Starved
Rock. Complete with an old stone warehouse designed to store cargo for the Illinois and
Michigan Canal, historic downtown block, and 1-room schoolhouse built in 1865 North
Utica complements the host of outdoor activities offered nearby. A monument to the
French missionary Jacques Marquette graces the town’s Catholic Church.
LaSalle
Situated on the banks of the Illinois River, La Salle’s long history dates back to the 1830s,
when it served as the southern terminus of the Illinois & Michigan canal. The 6-foot
deep canal used mules to power barges laden with grains and manufactured goods
and linked commerce on the Great Lakes with that of the Mississippi River. Later, when
rich deposits of coal were located, La Salle became an important coal-mining and zinc
processing center. Waves of Irish and German immigrants throughout the 19th century
helped the town grow. Labor unrest in the late 19th century led to large-scale strikes and
occasional violence. The historic downtown retains much of its 19th century charm while
several attractions—including a working mule-pulled canal boat—are well publicized.
Oglesby
LaSalle Industry

Just across the river from La Salle, Oglesby sits at the confluence of the Vermillion River
with the Illinois River. The town, originally called Portland, was famous for the cement
companies that flourished along the banks of the Vermillion. Over time, it became known
as “Cement City.” In 1913 the town was renamed Oglesby in honor of Richard Oglesby, an
Illinois Governor and Civil War officer.
Streator
About twenty miles south of Starved Rock and the Illinois River, Streator calls itself a
“Quiet Surprise of the Prairie.” Unlike most of the byway towns, Streator’s identity lies not
with the Illinois River but with its central location on the prairie. Coal mining and glass
production were two of the largest industries early in the city’s history. Streator Glass
Company created millions of glass bottles destined to be filled with beer, milk, and soda
pop. Streator was the birthplace and childhood home of Clyde Tombaugh, who would
later go on to be a world-famous astronomer that would discover Pluto and the Kuiper
Belt (among other things).
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Peru
Much like its twin city (La Salle), Peru’s history is tied to the development of river traffic,
coal mining, and zinc processing. In the late 19th century, Peru became home to a large
clock factory, Westclox, which produced millions of alarm clocks (and other time pieces)
that found their way to bedsides all over the world. Today, Peru is still home a large
manufacturing base, including the country’s only nail manufacturer—a legacy of the
zinc industry—and a chemical processing facility. In addition to Peru’s industrial history,
Peru’s residents have also distinguished themselves on the world stage. Violin virtuoso
Maud Powell was the first American to gain international acclaim and dazzled audiences
worldwide with her performances. Later, recordings of her performances helped to
elevate Classical music in the United States.
Westclox Main Factory

De Pue
Inventive uses of water and zinc led to the creation of the town of De Pue. Today, that
same spirit of ingenuity is on display, this time, for the very survival of the community.
Located next to Lake De Pue, a slough off of the Illinois River, early residents started a
trend of maintaining close contact with the water. They fished for food and, during the
winter, carved huge block of ice out of the relatively shallow and placid waters of the
nearby lake. The ice would be sold to locals and nearby towns to keep perishable foods
longer during the spring and summer. Later, zinc refining became the main industry, with
zinc ore being brought to the town on barges and then refined at large zinc processing
plants, like the New Jersey Zinc Plant. The zinc would find its way in coatings and paint
to protect against rusting. In the decades of operation though, the zinc plants produced
thousands of tons of waste, including a 750,000 ton zinc slag pile, which residents are
fighting to get rid of.
Spring Valley
Located next to Peru, Spring Valley owes its existence to nearby coalfields. Originally
a company town, Spring Valley sprang to life as a planned community in 1884 and was
meant to house coal miners. Coal barons provided $2.5 million dollars to outfit the town
equipping it with exceptionally wide streets for the time. After just 4 years, the town had
swelled to over 3,000 people. The surge of people looking for work—coupled with poor
working conditions—provoked an outbreak of racial violence and worker strikes. The
hardscrabble conditions of early Spring Valley, disruptive as they were, fostered a tough
work ethic for its residents. In fact, one resident, Billy Papke (also known as “The Illinois
Historic Photo of Spring Valley Coal
Miners

Thunderbolt”, eventually became a World Middleweight titleholder in 1908.
Princeton [Gateway]
Set among the prairies, Princeton’s historic downtown is evidence of its prosperous
history as area pioneers tamed the prairie and brought it under cultivation. Its main
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street is lined with historic commercial buildings while several residential districts are
graced with excellent examples of Victorian architecture. In 1890, the nearby Hennepin
Canal (now a 105-mile park) was constructed and either pioneered or refined canal
technologies that would be later used during the construction of the Panama Canal.
The town’s railroad station, a functioning historic covered bridge, and proximity to the
nearby freeway are a testament to Princeton’s role as a transportation hub. During the
mid 19th century, Owen Lovejoy, a determined abolitionist, used his Princeton home
(now a National Historic Site) and other Princeton residences as a major stop on the
Underground Railroad that helped to usher runaway slaves to northern states and
Canada.
Hennepin
The original—and still in use—1837 Greek Revival Putnam County Courthouse
overlooks this small village. Named after Louis Hennepin, a Franciscan missionary and
explorer that visited the area in 1680. In 1817 fur trappers built a trading post near the
current site of the town and the area became an important frontier settlement with
several merchants. During the Black Hawk War of 1832, the community served as the
headquarters of the Putnam County Rangers—a local militia—and was the site of a
frontier fort. During the war, attacks on isolated settlements and farmsteads prompted
many white settlers to flee to the relative safety of Hennepin. After the war, the railroad
Historic Courthouse

and major roads bypassed Hennepin, preventing a return to the days when it was a vital
link along the frontier. The nearby development of a steel mill, power plant, and grain
elevators provided jobs for residents.
Henry
Home to 2,500 people, Henry hugs the western bank of the Illinois River. Named after a
general of the Illinois militia during the Blackhawk War, Henry residents have a close
connection to the water. In 1870, the first lock and dam were built along the Illinois River
at Henry. This allowed river navigation further upstream. The dam and lock brought a
flurry of business as merchants brought wares to sell while farmers—needing cheap
transportation for their agricultural goods—loaded their goods for shipment. Henry was
the birthplace of a World War II submarine captain and Metal of Honor winner, home
to renowned wildlife carvers that created beautiful—and functional—duck decoys for
hunters, and the residence of “Steamboat Elsie” who spent her days relaying messages to
passing riverboats.
Lacon
A large truss bridge built in 1939 marks the spot along the Illinois River where Lacon is
located. Originally serviced by a ferry, Lacon is the county seat of Marshall County and
houses a small but quaint downtown. Lacon’s riverside location led to the development
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of several industries in the 19th century, including coopering (barrel-making) and the
manufacturing of farm equipment for use on the prairies.
Chillicothe
With 6,000 people and a well-defined downtown, Chillicothe serves as an important hub
for rail traffic because it is the site where tracks cross the Illinois River. Railway engineers
located the crossing at Chillicothe because the surrounding terrain allows for the most
efficient crossing despite a steep grade at Edelstein Hill four miles outside of town.
Situated on the west side of the river, Chillicothe’s quaint downtown has an Art Deco
theater and a 19th century clubhouse near the river. The town is a major attraction for
railfans who enjoy watching the special trains used to negotiate the steep terrain and
visit the Chillicothe Historical Society Railroad Museum.
Railroad Museum

Averyville
Formerly its own town of 5,000 people just outside of Peoria, Averyville’s existence was
rather brief. Annexed by Peoria after a bitter legal fight in 1928, Averyville got its start
as a company town, producing Avery tractors and farm equipment. The Avery Company
had produced steam-powered threshing machines and other farm implements in
other locations in Illinois prior to moving the company to an area just north of Peoria
in order to gain access to larger markets and to be closer to rail lines. At its height, the
factory in Averyville had 2,600 [20,600 according to Peoria Magazine in 2011] workers
manufacturing 8 different types of heavy equipment. When the company went bust
in 1924, the LeTourneau earthmoving company bought the plant and produced largeearthmovers through the 1980s.
Peoria
The largest city along the Illinois River, Peoria has long been a center for manufacturing
and trade. French explorers established two forts near modern-day Peoria in the 1680s
(Fort Crevecoeur) and 1690s (Fort Pimiteoui), which served as trading depots for trappers
and nearby indigenous tribes. During the 19th century, steamboats helped to make
Peoria a growing community and mercantile hub. The city’s location—roughly halfway
down the Illinois River—ensured that a steady flow of salesmen and vaudeville acts
came through the town. The saying “Will it play in Peoria?” became associated with the
city to express its typical middle-American tastes. Other innovators, such as scholars

National Laboratory

from Bradley University or even the Venerable Fulton John Sheen, a Catholic priest that
pioneered the use of radio and television in evangelizing, called Peoria home. Still home
to many industrial manufactures, including Caterpillar, Peoria manufacturers produced
over 900 different products during the early 20th century. Another legacy of Peoria’s
agricultural and manufacturing background is its distillery history. Large brick buildings
still tower over Peoria’s riverfront, a reminder that Peoria once produced the most
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whiskey in the US. Several historic and cultural attractions continue to bring tourists to
Peoria, including its new Peoria Riverfront Museum and the Caterpillar Visitor Center.
Bartonville
Just south of Peoria lies the town of Bartonville, with about 6,000 people. Home to a
huge wire manufacturing plant that covers over 2,000,000 square feet and can produce
over 650,000 tons of steel wire in a year, Bartonville is still very much an industrial town.
Bartonville is also the location of the Peoria State Hospital, a former state-run asylum
that operated between 1902 and 1973. At its peak in the 1950s, the asylum grounds
housed over 2,800 patients with the impressive—if somewhat eerie—administrative
building (the Bowen Building) overlooking the entire operation.
Peoria State Hospital

East Peoria
East Peoria is set among the plains and hills of the east bank of the Illinois River.
Originally called Bluetown, residents eventually voted to change the town’s name, first to
Hilton and in 1889 to East Peoria. East Peoria’s nearby coal seams provided the impetus
for the town’s development. Later, locally produced coal-fired bricks produced about
40,000 bricks a day. The arrival of Holt Manufacturing (later renamed Caterpillar) to East
Peoria ushered in a new era of heavy industry and thousands flocked to the town in
order to work in the new factory. Caterpillar still retains a large presence in the town.
In 1927, runoff from the nearby hills caused floods that wrecked much of East Peoria’s
downtown. Major roads (I-74) and a rail line connect East Peoria with the west bank of
the Illinois River.
Pekin
Located about halfway between Chicago and St. Louis, Pekin is a medium-sized
community that has all the hallmarks of an Illinois River town: a rich river history, a stillvibrant manufacturing base, and a number of historic buildings and colorful characters.
French Explorer La Salle and his 33 men overwintered near Pekin in 1680. Pekin’s rich
soils, productive wetlands, and plentiful hunting made it a favorite seasonal settlement
site for regional Indian groups. In 1918 Pekin was rocked with news that a steamship,
the Columbia, sank in the Illinois River, killing 87 people. The boat had left Pekin laden
with day-trippers from the town’s South Side Social Club and workers from the Kingston

Pekin City Park and Historic Building

Mines (a coal mine a few miles south of Pekin on the west side of the river). Later, the
town saw the development of manufacturing and has a number of large buildings and
homes from the era. A large ethanol plant and grain elevator grace the industrial section
of the town near the river.
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Canton
A community of nearly 20,000, Canton, Illinois is named after the Chinese coastal
city, which the earliest town settlers thought was on the opposite side of the earth
(its antipode). Settled by veterans of the War of 1812, the areas around Canton are
surrounded by rich, productive farmlands. In addition to corn and wheat, farmers grew
high-quality tobacco that was processed in seventeen cigar factories during the 19th
century. Canton was a major stop on the Underground Railroad, especially for slaves
escaping Missouri and other western states. Canton also prospered from nearby coal
seams, which were mostly mined in underground “room and pillar” fashion. For most of
the town’s history, though, Canton was known worldwide as the center of production
for International Harvester, employing 3,000 people at its height. Monopoly creator
Elizabeth Magie was born here.
Banner
A small village near Canton near Copperas Creek. Despite its small size, Banner
contributed many troops to the Union cause during the Civil War.
Lewistown
Located near Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge and Dickson Mounds, Lewistown is the
small and charming county seat of Fulton County. Along Main Street one can still find
a blacksmith shop and local stores. Nearby are stately homes from the end of the 19th
century. Poet Edgar Lee Master, who wrote Spoon River Anthology, an unvarnished look
at life in small towns in 1916, lived in Lewistown as a young man and drew from his
experiences here to craft his famous work. In the historic Oak Hill Cemetery one can see
the inspiration—and many of the names—used in Master’s anthology.
Actors stage a reading of Master’s
Spoon River Anthology in cemetery.

Havana
With nearly 3,500 people, Havana’s attractive downtown has long drawn tourists hoping
to escape the city and enjoy the amenities of an Illinois River town. In the 1920s and
1930s, Havana was a favorite stomping ground of gangsters like Al Capone, who enjoyed
coming to Havana to fish and hunt along the river and gamble in the town’s famous
floating casinos. Parked along the riverfront, these casinos enjoyed the protection
of local law enforcement and earned Havana the nickname “Little Reno.” The town’s
brick and steel water tower, built in 1889, continues to function to this day and can be
seen for miles. For decades, the river around Havana enjoyed huge bounties of fish and

Havana from the River

freshwater mussels. It supported four floating fish markets and hundreds of jobs—
everything from fishermen to button-makers, who punched out buttons from mussel
shells with a hole-punch tool.
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Manito
The arrival of the railroad in 1860 helped to put Manito on the map. Not only did it
connect Manito to larger towns, such as Pekin, it also allowed farmers to move their
goods cheaply to markets along the east coast. The sandy soils around Manito spurred
farmers to experiment with different crops that could grow in the well-drained soils.
Eventually, melons and Christmas trees became popular crops to cultivate—a stark
contrast to the corn and soybeans of most of central Illinois. Two historic buildings,
the town’s first school and a jail—now located next to one another—allow visitors to
Manito’s Historic Jail
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11. Sample Tour
The following is an example byway tour that highlight the type of text, routes, and
activities that could translate well into a mobile tour. This tour, the “Best of the Byway”is
highlighted here. Local maps (see following pages) indicate the locations of stops.

“Best of the Byway: History and Culture”
Itinerary: Three days leisurely pace
The “Best of Byway” tour offers a stunning scenic drive that mixes historic towns,
marvels of modern engineering, and some of the Mid-West’s most picturesque natural
spaces.
Three Day Byway Experience
Day 1:Start in Ottawa; end in Peoria.

Day 1 takes you to some popular and well-known destinations along the Illinois River

100 total miles; about 2.25 hours

Road, including Starved Rock State Park and Peoria’s Grand View Drive—called the

travel time; more with stops.

world’s “most beautiful drive” by Teddy Roosevelt. Along the way though, you’ll discover
hidden gems and forgotten stories about life along the Illinois River and Central Illinois.
Find out why the Illinois River Valley became a site of innovation in locations up and
down the byway.
Day 1, Stop 1: Illinois River Road Gateway Kiosk @ NW corner of Washington Park (W.
Lafayette St. and La Salle St.)
(Eat!) Explore Ottawa’s historic downtown, Reddick Mansion, Radium Girl Statue at
Jefferson and Clinton St, and view murals.
Ottawa: Located at the confluence of the Illinois and Fox Rivers, Ottawa’s history reflects

Ottawa’s Courthouse

the changes that have taken place along the whole of the Illinois River. With about
20,000 residents, Ottawa is the county seat of La Salle County and the Illinois River Road
Scenic Byway’s northernmost gateway community. Its position along an important travel
corridor meant that Ottawa was a transportation hub with river traffic shaping the
community—followed closely by the arrival of the railroad. Its rich history is on display
in murals scattered through the downtown, fascinating architectural examples, historic
sites, and community parks. Nearby silica mines have provided the glass for automobiles
since the days of the Model T while manufacturing in the late 19th and early 20th drew
waves of immigrants from Scandinavia, Germany, and Ireland.
Best of in Ottawa:
Downtown Ottawa and Washington Park: Delight in exploring a historic and charming
Mid-West downtown. Sample local delicacies from shops, peruse storefronts, and soak
in the pleasant surroundings as you walk along LaSalle and Columbus Street. Be sure to
stop by Washington Park and learn about the debates that occurred between Abraham
Lincoln and Fredrick Douglas.
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Reddick Mansion: Built before the Civil War, this ornate 50 foot tall Italianate mansion
was constructed by William Reddick, a leading philanthropist, businessman, LaSalle
County Sheriff, and Illinois State Senator. Standing on the corner of Columbus and
Lafayette streets in Ottawa, Illinois, the magnificent structure anchors the Washington
Square national Historic District and remains as a tribute to the architecture, times, and
people of a bygone era.
Reddick Mansion

Radium Girl Statue at Jefferson and Clinton St: The Radium Girls were factory workers
who contracted radiation poisoning from painting watch dials with glow-in-the-dark
paint. The women, who had been told the paint was harmless, ingested deadly amounts
of radium by licking their paintbrushes to sharpen them. Five of the women challenged
their employer in a case that established the right of individual workers who contract
occupational diseases to sue their employers.
Ottawa Murals: A Brush with History public art program was developed to help revitalize
Ottawa’s downtown and celebrate Ottawa’s past. From Civil War history to murals
depicting people that have called Ottawa their home, the town’s colorful murals help to
create a sense of wonder and place. To date, eight murals have been completed with a
new project scheduled for 2015.
Day 1, Stop 2: Drive to Starved Rock: Along the way, listen to/stop at wayside (At Allen
Park Stop 2) interpreting:
• the area’s connection to Boy Scout history
• Silica Mining/Geologic History
• Allen Park Sculptures

Allen Park sits on the south side of the Illinois River, with grand views of downtown
Ottawa, a railroad bridge, and the confluence of the Fox and Illinois Rivers. Allen Park
hosts several large art sculptures created by artist, Mary Meinz-Fanning, these historical
art structures are fashioned from parts of Ottawa’s old Hilliard Bridge, originally built in
1933. The yellow sculpture is named “Reclining” and the red one is known as “Bending”. It
was Fanning’s vision that both sculptures serve as a commemoration to the old bridge.
Come marvel at their unique construction as you stroll along the river.
Day 1, Stop 3: Visit Starved Rock: Hike in canyons and enjoy the fresh air. While there,
learn about:
• Native American history
• Early French exploration and settlement
• American history (from 19th century to the 1930s—Dams and CCC)
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• Illinois River Geologic and Natural History
• View Bald Eagles

A favorite refuge from urban life, Starved Rock State Park is one of Illinois’ most
treasured natural areas. Rising from the banks of the Illinois River, Starved Rock has
unique geography resulting from a catastrophic flood (called the Kankakee Torrent)
14,000-17,000 years ago that carved twisting canyons in the sandstone. Starved Rock
has an equally impressive human history, with the area across the park being the site
of the Grand Village of the Illinois. The area was featured in early European chronicles,
explored by French explorer-missionaries, and was the site of a French Fort. In the early
Interior view of the 1930s-era Starved

20th century, the area became popular as a hiking and camping destination and has

Rock Lodge, built by the CCC.

Depression-era buildings and cabins built by the CCC. Another Depression-Era landmark
is the Lock and Dam located near the park, which is one of 8 dam complexes that allow
ships to travel between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi. The area was designated a
National Historic Landmark in 1960.
Day 1 Stop 4: Drive to North Utica Along the way, listen to/stop at wayside (place near
North Utica’s Historical Society & Museum) interpreting:
• North Utica’s name & history,
• Canal buildings
• Local historic/preserved attractions, including:
• Market
• School
• Blacksmith shop
• Museum/Converted canal warehouse

The small, charming community of North Utica has 1000 people and sits along the Illinois
River near Starved Rock. Complete with an old stone warehouse designed to store cargo
for the Illinois and Michigan Canal, historic downtown block, and 1-room schoolhouse
built in 1865 North Utica complements the host of outdoor activities offered nearby.
A monument to the French missionary Jacques Marquette graces the town’s Catholic
Church. North Utica, or Utica, as it is commonly referred to, became a prosperous town
due to mining nearby clay and sand deposits.
Day 1, Stop 5: Drive to LaSalle Along the way, listen to/stop at wayside (place near Public
Library in LaSalle or near Canal Lock 16) interpreting
• Strike of 1894
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• Zinc processing
• Hegeler Carus Mansion
• (Eat!) Explore LaSalle’s quaint and historic downtown
Existing interpretive exhibits and art
help visitors experience the old I & M

• (Optional) Illinois Waterway Visitor Center—see barges lifted up (or down) into the

river in this 1930s dam & lock.

Canal in La Salle.

• (Optional) I&M Canal/Lock 16 Visitor Center—1 hour tour on recreated barge towed

by donkey, period interpretation
Situated on the banks of the Illinois River, La Salle’s long history dates back to the 1830s,
when it served as the southern terminus of the Illinois & Michigan canal. The 6-foot
deep canal used mules to power barges laden with grains and manufactured goods
and linked commerce on the Great Lakes with that of the Mississippi River. Later, when
rich deposits of coal were located, La Salle became an important coal-mining and zinc
processing center. Waves of Irish and German immigrants throughout the 19th century
helped the town grow. Labor unrest in the late 19th century led to large-scale strikes and
occasional violence. The historic downtown retains much of its 19th century charm while
several attractions—including a working mule-pulled canal boat—are well publicized.
Day 1, Stop 6: The Illinois Waterway Visitor Center allows visitors a first-hand look at
ship and barge traffic moving up and down the Illinois. Just steps away from the lock and
dam, you can see for yourself how the properties of water can lift or set barges weighing
dozens of tons. Explore how workers and engineers designed and built this important
lock and dam in the 1930s. You’ll also learn fascinating details about the history of water
A barge passes through the locks in

navigation along the Illinois and its importance to the region.

front of the Illinois Waterway Visitor
Center.

Day 1, Stop 7: The LaSalle Canal Boat Tour is a mule-pulled, full-size replica of the 19th
century canal boats that once plied the waters of Illinois and Michigan Canal between
Chicago and LaSalle. This 76 ‘ x 15 ‘ boat is manned by an interpretive operator that
regales visitors with stories and the history behind the animal powered transportation
history of the I & M canal. The nearby Lock 16 Center hosts additional materials—as well
as byway essentials like caffeine and snacks—and is where tickets to the canal boat tour
can be purchased.
Day 1, Stop 8: Drive to Peru Along the way, listen to/stop at wayside in Peru (At Market
Square Park) interpreting
• Westclox Factory (Connect to Radium Girl in Ottawa)
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Much like its twin city (La Salle), Peru’s history is tied to the development of river traffic,
coal mining, and zinc processing. In the late 19th century, Peru became home to a large
clock factory, Westclox, which produced millions of alarm clocks (and other time pieces)
that found their way to bedsides all over the world. Today, Peru is still home a large
manufacturing base, including the country’s only nail manufacturer—a legacy of the
zinc industry—and a chemical processing facility. In addition to Peru’s industrial history,
Peru’s residents have also distinguished themselves on the world stage. Violin virtuoso
Maud Powell was the first American to gain international acclaim and dazzled audiences
worldwide with her performances. Later, recordings of her performances helped to
elevate Classical music in the United States.
Byway travelers will not be able to miss the massive and ornate Westclox building as
they travel through Peru. Designed as a state-of-the-art manufacturing facility in 1910
Detail of the Westclox factory

that produced highly accurate time pieces, the Westclox building is a marvel of form and
function. Although partially destroyed by fire in 2012, the site still retains an impressive
character.
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1. Downtown Ottawa
2. Allen Park
3. Starved Rock
4. North Utica
5. Dowtown LaSalle
6. Illinois Waterway Visitor Center
7. Canal Boat Tour
8. Peru/Westclox
Stop 9: Drive to Spring Valley Along the way, listen
to/stop atBuilding
wayside interpreting
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•
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coal mines/strikes/1909 Cherry Mine Disaster in Spring Valley

Day 1, Stop 9: Located next to Peru, Spring Valley owes its existence to nearby coalfields.
Originally a company town, Spring Valley sprang to life as a planned community in 1884
and was meant to house coal miners. Coal barons provided $2.5 million dollars to outfit
the town equipping it with exceptionally wide streets for the time. After just 4 years, the
town had swelled to over 3,000 people. The surge of people looking for work—coupled
with poor working conditions—provoked an outbreak of racial violence and worker
Photo of one of Spring Valley’s many
historic Coal Mining Operations.

strikes. The hardscrabble conditions of early Spring Valley, disruptive as they were,
fostered a tough work ethic for its residents. In fact, one resident, Billy Papke (also known
as “The Illinois Thunderbolt”, eventually became a World Middleweight titleholder in
1908.
Day 1, Stop 10: Drive to De Pue Along the way, listen to/stop at wayside interpreting De
Pue (Lake Park)
• Description of the “Big Bend” in the Illinois River and the difficulties of navigating

barge traffic along the river.
Inventive uses of water and zinc led to the creation of the town of De Pue. Today, that
same spirit of ingenuity is on display, this time, for the very survival of the community.
Located next to Lake De Pue, a slough off of the Illinois River, early residents started a
trend of maintaining close contact with the water. They fished for food and, during the
winter, carved huge block of ice out of the relatively shallow and placid waters of the
nearby lake. The ice would be sold to locals and nearby towns to keep perishable foods
longer during the spring and summer. Later, zinc refining became the main industry, with
zinc ore being brought to the town on barges and then refined at large zinc processing
Trolly moving through Princeton’s

plants, like the New Jersey Zinc Plant. The zinc would find its way in coatings and paint

Downtown.

to protect against rusting. In the decades of operation though, the zinc plants produced
thousands of tons of waste, including a 750,000 ton zinc slag pile, which residents are
fighting to get rid of.
Day 1, Stop 11: Drive to Princeton
• (Eat!) Explore Princeton
• Visit Lovejoy House (Underground RR);
• Visit historic rail depot
• Visit Kiosk
• Listen to/stop at wayside (Middle of Main Street or Soldiers and Sailors Park)

interpreting
• connecting the Prairie to Market
• Rail Roads & Rail Station
Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway
Interpretive Plan
2015 • Sea Reach, Ltd.

68

Set among the prairies, Princeton’s historic downtown is evidence of its prosperous
history as area pioneers tamed the prairie and brought it under cultivation. Its main
street is lined with historic commercial buildings while several residential districts are
graced with excellent examples of Victorian architecture.
Day 1, Stop 12: In 1890, the nearby Hennepin Canal (now a 105-mile park) was
constructed and either pioneered or refined canal technologies that would be later used
during the construction of the Panama Canal. The town’s railroad station, a functioning
historic covered bridge, and proximity to the nearby freeway are a testament to
Princeton’s role as a transportation hub. During the mid 19th century, Owen Lovejoy,
a determined abolitionist, used his Princeton home (now a National Historic Site) and
other Princeton residences as a major stop on the Underground Railroad that helped to
usher runaway slaves to northern states and Canada.
The Lovejoy House was the home to abolitionist and later, US congressman Owen
Lovejoy. The Lovejoy house, now a museum and National Historic site, was a stop on the
underground railroad, which helped usher escaped slaves to their freedom in Northern
States and Canada. It features period furnishings, interpretive materials, and a tour of
the site.
Princeton’s historic Railroad Station continues its role as a hub for travelers and
commuters alike. Opening in 1911 and originally serving the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, the station has recently been renovated. Its architecture reflects a
common style of train stations built at the time—especially in the Mid-West. The arrival
of the railroad and the easy connection to Chicago and points east created another
rail rival to the barge traffic along the Illinois. The park next to the station is named
after Darius Miller, an early president of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad who
championed safety measures along railroad tracks.
Day 1, Stop 13: Drive to Henry Explore Henry, while there visit the wayside/listen to
audio (at the old lock on Cromwell Dr) interpreting:
• Ruins of old lock
• Lighthouse of Steamboat Elsie
• Bridges over the Illinois

Home to 2,500 people, Henry hugs the western bank of the Illinois River. Named after
a general of the Illinois militia during the Blackhawk War, Henry residents have a close
connection to the water. In 1870, the first lock and dam were built along the Illinois River
at Henry. This allowed river navigation further upstream. The dam and lock brought a
flurry of business as merchants brought wares to sell while farmers—needing cheap
transportation for their agricultural products—loaded their goods for shipment. Henry
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was the birthplace of a World War II submarine captain and Metal of Honor winner, home
to renowned wildlife carvers that created beautiful—and functional—duck decoys for
hunters, and the residence of “Steamboat Elsie” who spent her days relaying messages
to passing riverboats.

Steamboat Elsie’s Lookout

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
30.
31.

Spring Valley
De Pue Lake Park
Downtown Princeton
Hennipin Canal
Henry
Lacon
Hennepin

HENRY

LACON

Day 1, Stop 14: Drive to Chillicothe Along the way, listen to/stop at wayside (At the
Chillicothe Area History Museum/Rock Island Museum/ interpreting the importance of
railroads
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• View railroad bridge & steep track
• (Optional) Visit Chillicothe Historical Society RR Museum

With 6,000 people and a well-defined downtown, Chillicothe serves as an important hub
for rail traffic because it is the site where tracks cross the Illinois River. Railway engineers
located the crossing at Chillicothe because the surrounding terrain allows for the most
efficient crossing despite a steep grade at Edelstein Hill four miles outside of town.
Situated on the west side of the river, Chillicothe’s quaint downtown has an Art Deco
theater and a 19th century clubhouse near the river. The town is a major attraction for
railfans who enjoy watching the special trains used to negotiate the steep terrain and
visit the Chillicothe Historical Society Railroad Museum. Be sure to check out the Zorro
exhibit at the Chillicothe Area History Museum too!

LACON

CHILLICOTHE

14. Chillicothe
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Day 1, Stop 15: Drive to Peoria (via Grand View Drive) Along the way, listen to/stop at
wayside (along Grand View Drive?) interpreting:
• the history of Peoria (Native America, French, American, Modern);
• Grandview drive;
• Quick nod to manufacturing history (more on day 2)

The largest city along the Illinois River, Peoria has long been a center for manufacturing
and trade. French explorers established two forts near modern-day Peoria in the 1680s
(Fort Crevecoeur) and 1690s (Fort Pimiteoui), which served as trading depots for trappers
and nearby indigenous tribes. During the 19th century, steamboats helped to make
Peoria a growing community and mercantile hub. The city’s location—roughly halfway
down the Illinois River—ensured that a steady flow of salesmen and vaudeville acts
came through the town. The saying “Will it play in Peoria?” became the associated with
the city to express its typical middle-American tastes. Other innovators, such as scholars
Army Corps of Engineer historic photo

from Bradley University or even the Venerable Fulton John Sheen, a Catholic priest that

of raising the wickets to raise the water

pioneered the use of radio and television in evangelizing, called Peoria home. Still home

level along the Illinois to allow for

to many industrial manufactures, including Caterpillar, Peoria manufacturers produced

barge traffic to use the locks at Peoria.

over 900 different products during the early 20th century. Another legacy of Peoria’s
agricultural and manufacturing background is its distillery history. Large brick buildings
still tower over Peoria’s riverfront, a reminder that Peoria once produced the most
whiskey in the US. Several historic and cultural attractions continue to bring tourists to
Peoria, including its new Riverfront Museum, the Caterpillar Visitor Center, and Bradley
University.
Day 1, Stop 16: Drive to Peoria Waterfront
• (Eat!) walk the waterfront
• Explore downtown

Day 1, Stop 17: Visit the Peoria Riverfront Museum
• Local History, Art, and Science converge at this fun and innovative new museum.

Several
Day 1, Stop 18: Visit the Caterpillar Visitor Center
• Discover the history and ingenuity behind one of the most iconic manufacturers in

the US.
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Day 2: Stop 19: Bradley University
The first half of Day 2 starts off where Day 1 left off: making things. It begins with a tour
of major institutions of Peoria, including Bradley University, the Caterpillar Museum,
Wheels O Time Museum, and the Riverfront Museum—all of which demonstrate the
dual roles that the Illinois River and inventive thinking have played in Central Illinois’
history. On the way out of Peoria, travelers pass a number of huge industrial complexes
that tell the story of the rise, fall, and rebirth of several industries—notably whiskey
and agricultural equipment. These massive buildings also provide an opportunity to
learn about the hidden lives of the people who worked and work in the diverse jobs that
anchor the region’s economy.

Peoria is home to a national laboratory

The second half of the day moves away from the industrial and urban setting of Peoria

that finds industrial and medical uses

to rural settings. A stop at Emiquon Nature Preserve juxtaposes the region’s surprising

for agricultural products.

environmental diversity.
• (Eat!) Explore Bradley University and historic neighborhood
• (Optional) Walking tour
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Travel to Downtown Peoria. Visit either:
• (Optional) Caterpillar Museum
• (Optional) Riverfront Museum
• (Eat!) in Peoria

An old postcard depicting Caterpillar’s
engine room

• (Optional) Wheels O Time Museum

Along the way out of Peoria, listen to/stop at wayside (Somewhere with good sights of
the Hiram Walker/ADM distillery along the riverfront) interpreting:
• The massive buildings/how they work
• Whiskey’s importance to Peoria & Nation
• Why Peoria?
• Role of ethanol today

Day 2, Stop 20: Drive to Bartonville Asylum Once there, listen to/stop at wayside
interpreting:
• History of the facility
• Design of the grounds (architecture and planning)

Just south of Peoria lies the town of Bartonville, with about 6,000 people. Home to a
huge wire manufacturing plant that covers over 2,000,000 square feet and can produce
over 650,000 tons of steel wire in a year, Bartonville is still very much an industrial town.
Bartonville is also the location of the Peoria State Hospital, a former state-run asylum
that operated between 1902 and 1973. At its peak in the 1950s, the asylum grounds
housed over 2,800 patients with the impressive—if somewhat eerie—administrative
building (the Bowen Building) overlooking the entire operation.
Day 2, Stop 22: Drive to Emiquon Preserve Along the way, listen to/stop at wayside
(Banner Marsh Fish and Wildlife Area) interpreting:
• Taming the river
• Technology and history of draining marshes
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29
28
20

27

MANITO

20. Bartonville Asylum
27. Downtown Pekin
28. Fort Creve Coeur
29. East Peoria

• Fishing’s importance to locals (date back to Native Americans)

At Emiquon, view existing interpretive exhibits and listen to/stop at wayside that could
interpret the history of the following: Forbes Biological Station, Illinois River Refuge, the
Illinois River Biological Station, and the Therkildsen Biological Field Station
Day 2, Stop 21: Drive to Canton
(Eat!) Explore Canton
Once there listen to/stop at wayside (Jones Park) where a potential interpretive sign
could discuss the following: Canton/Fulton County History, War of 1812 Volunteers, the
Underground RR, Coal Mining, and International Harvester
A community of nearly 20,000, Canton, Illinois is named after the Chinese coastal
Downtown Canton

city, which the earliest town settlers thought was on the opposite side of the earth
(its antipode). Settled by veterans of the War of 1812, the areas around Canton are
surrounded by rich, productive farmlands. In addition to corn and wheat, farmers grew
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high-quality tobacco that was processed in seventeen cigar factories during the 19th
century. Canton was a major stop on the Underground Railroad, especially for slaves
escaping Missouri and other western states. Canton also prospered from nearby coal
seams, which were mostly mined in underground “room and pillar” fashion. For most of
the town’s history, though, Canton was known worldwide as the center of production
for International Harvester, employing 3,000 people at its height. Monopoly creator
Day 3: Start in Canton. 142 total

Elizabeth Magie was born here.

miles; about 3.15 hours travel time;
Day 3: Start in Canton (Drive Time 3:15, 142 miles)

more with stops.

Day three begins with a stopover in the idyllic town of Lewistown and then a visit to
Dickson Mounds, a world-class archaeological site that intimately connects visitors to
thousands of years of history. Travelers then spend the rest of the day in a more rural
setting compared with days one and two, traversing the entire length of the eastern
bank of the Illinois River, stopping at communities such as Pekin, Havana, East Peoria,
Lacon, and Hennepin—each with its own sense of charm and connection to the river.
Along the way, a number of scenic and historic sites offer opportunities to explore and
discover what makes this area so special.
Dickson Mounds Museum
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Day 3, Stop 23: Drive to Lewiston while there, be sure to:
• (Eat!) Explore downtown Lewistown
• Fulton County Courthouse
• Existing interpretive exhibit
• Visit Oak Hill Cemetery
• View existing “Looking for Lincoln” interpretive exhibit

Located near Emiquon Preserve, Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge, and Dickson Mounds,
Lewistown is the small and charming county seat of Fulton County. Along Main Street
one can still find a blacksmith shop and local stores. Nearby are stately homes from
the end of the 19th century. Poet Edgar Lee Master, who wrote Spoon River Anthology,
an unvarnished look at life in small towns in 1916, lived in Lewistown as a young man
and drew from his experiences here to craft his famous work. In the historic Oak Hill
Cemetery one can see the inspiration—and many of the names—used in Master’s
anthology.
Day 3, Stop 24: Drive to Dickson Mounds State Museum
• Visit Dickson Mounds State Museum (2-3 hours)

Day 3, Stop 25: Drive to Havana, once there listen to/stop at wayside (Riverfront Park)
interpreting:
(Eat!) Explore downtown
• Al Capone & Riverboat Casinos
• Historic fishing along the river

With nearly 3,500 people, Havana’s attractive downtown has long drawn tourists hoping
to escape the city and enjoy the amenities of an Illinois River town. In the 1920s and
1930s, Havana was a favorite stomping ground of gangsters like Al Capone, who enjoyed
coming to Havana to fish and hunt along the river and gamble in the town’s famous
floating casinos. Parked along the riverfront, these casinos enjoyed the protection
of local law enforcement and earned Havana the nickname “Little Reno.” The town’s
brick and steel water tower, built in 1889, continues to function to this day and can be
seen for miles. For decades, the river around Havana enjoyed huge bounties of fish and
freshwater muscles. It supported four floating fish markets and hundreds of jobs—
everything from fishermen to button-makers, who punched out buttons from mussel
shells with a hole-punch tool.
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Day 3, Drive to Pekin
Along the way, listen to audio/stop at wayside interpreting the unique geology around
Stop 26: Sand Ridge State Forest
Once in Pekin, visit the waterfront (Court Street Dock) and see the Byway Kiosk
Listen/Stop at wayside interpreting:
• Columbia Steamboat Disaster

Spring blooms along the byway.

• Ethanol Production
• Pekin History

26
LEWISTOWN

23

24

25

23. Downtown Lewistown
24. Dickson Mounds Museum
25. Downtown Havana
26. Sand Ridge State Park
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Day 3, Stop 27: Pekin is a medium-sized community that has all the hallmarks of an
Illinois River town: a rich river history, a still-vibrant manufacturing base, and a number
of historic buildings and colorful characters. French Explorer La Salle and his 33 men
overwintered near Pekin in 1680. Pekin’s rich soils, productive wetlands, and plentiful
hunting made it a favorite seasonal settlement site for regional Indian groups. In 1918
Pekin was rocked with news that a steamship, the Columbia, sank in the Illinois River,
killing 87 people. The boat had left Pekin laden with day-trippers from the town’s
South Side Social Club and workers from the Kingston Mines (a coal mine a few miles
south of Pekin on the west side of the river). Later, the town saw the development of
manufacturing and has a number of large buildings and homes from the era. A large
ethanol plant and grain elevator grace the industrial section of the town near the river.
Drive to East Peoria
Day 3, Stop 28: Visit Fort Creve Coeur, to see a modern reconstruction of a colonial
French Fort. Featuring a small exhibit hall, the park also contains hiking trails and
campgrounds.
Day 3, Stop 29: East Peoria is set among the plains and hills of the east bank of the
Illinois River. Originally called Bluetown, residents eventually voted to change the town’s
name, first to Hilton and in 1889 to East Peoria. East Peoria’s nearby coal seams provided
the impetus for the town’s development. Later, locally produced coal-fired bricks
produced about 40,000 bricks a day. The arrival of Holt Manufacturing (later renamed
Caterpillar) to East Peoria ushered in a new era of heavy industry and thousands flocked
Holt Manufacturing’s East Peoria plant

to the town in order to work in the new factory. Caterpillar still retains a large presence

(later to become Caterpillar) was a

in the town. In 1927, runoff from the nearby hills caused floods that wrecked much of

beehive of activity for decades, as seen

East Peoria’s downtown. Major roads (I-74) and a rail line connect East Peoria with the

here in this 1910 photo.

west bank of the Illinois River.
Day 3, Stop 30: Drive to Lacon
• Along the way, listen to audio/stop at wayside (at Marina) interpreting:
• Truss bridge
• History of Lacon (barrel making and manufacturing)

A large truss bridge built in 1939 marks the spot along the Illinois River where Lacon is
located. Originally serviced by a ferry, Lacon is the county seat of Marshall County and
houses a small but quaint downtown. Lacon’s riverside location led to the development
A well-used wood floor inside a Lacon
Building speaks to the longevity of the

of several industries in the 19th century, including coopering (barrel-making) and the
manufacturing of farm equipment for use on the prairies.

community.
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Day 3, Stop 31: Drive to Hennepin
• Along the way, listen to audio/stop at wayside (at Courthouse) interpreting:
• Courthouse Architecture and early history
• Hennepin Canal

End of tour.
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Appendix I:
Community Meetings
Sharing Stories
Community-Driven Storytelling
A key component in this interpretive plan is its emphasis on finding the original and the
unique. The best source for finding the original, the overlooked, and the authentic--all
qualities that byway travelers crave--is from the people who live and work in the Illinois
River Valley. While historic books and primary sources provide much of the “meat” used
in the content for this interpretive plan, the stories and folk traditions gathered from
public meetings provide its heart and soul.
These stories create an emotional response and can often distill the complex historical
processes into a simpler context. Indeed, these historic or personal anecdotes are
excellent tools to help to introduce a topic that can otherwise be obtuse or abstract to
the casual byway traveler. Moreover, artifacts, oral histories, and personal photographs
that were brought to the meetings bring to light surprising details that only a local
would know.
Press releases, Facebook messages, and targeted emails were sent out to the public,
inviting them to come and share stories about their lives, work histories, and family
memories. While much of the information collected in these meetings has been
folded into this plan, future byway endeavors will want to contact these individuals,
organizations, and groups to expand upon the contents found here, which only scratch
the surface of local history and culture. In addition to those attending meetings,
members of the public and specialists also sent emails and other notices about potential
resources that could be utilized in future planning and interpretive documents. This
information is also located in this chapter.
In April 2015, community meetings were held at three locations along the byway.
Meetings were held at Starved Rock, Peoria’s Riverfront Museum, and Dickson Mounds.
Upon entering the meeting rooms, participants were asked to fill out forms with their
contact information and to provide a brief synopsis of the materials or stories that they
brought with them to the meeting.
The initial portion of the meetings involved setting up the historic context of the
Email Press Release Announcing the

byway and of the region’s history. Executive Director of the Illinois River Road National

Public Meetings.

Scenic Byway, Anaise Berry, introduced the byway’s history and brought participants
up to speed on the byway’s first decade of existence. Next, members from Sea Reach
introduced some of the principles of interpretation and what sorts of challenges there
are for interpreting an entire byway. Sea Reach also introduced the meeting participants
to the organizing theme of innovation along the byway.
Once the general introductions were made, attendees were then asked to introduce
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themselves, which organization they represented (if any), and provide feedback on the
interpretive themes presented. Participants were also encouraged to speak about any
historic or cultural event, memory, traditions, or unique jobs associated with the region,
and list one or two “WOW” factors .
One of the benefits of this type of format was that as participants told their stories, other
people in the audience would speak up and add in associations or assist a participant’s
ability to remember. Each meeting had multiple instances of these types of spontaneous
collaborations, which resulting in several interesting connections.

Public Meeting #1 Participants: Starved Rock Lodge

Kevin Ewbank

Renewing the public’s attention back to the river was a key component that Kevin wanted
to see captured in the byway plan. He noted that for decades the public has focused

U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers

their attentions elsewhere and are now just beginning to seek a reconnection with the
water. He also spoke about the role that the Corps of Engineers play in maintaining the
waterways of central Illinois by relating to the early history of dams, locks, and canals
during the 19th century. More specifically, his insight into the commercial uses of the
waterway were particularly useful. Other aspects that Kevin spoke about: Dive bombers
breaking up ice along the illinois River; the travelling maintenance barge used by the
Corps to set up wicket dams, repair dams, and untangle barges that get caught up or can
not make a turn.

Compare ...
Sheet comparing the cargo capacities
of barges, trains, and trucks.

Source: Iowa Department of Transportation - 800 Lincoln Way - Ames, IA 50010 - 515-239-1520

Cargo Capacity
ONE BARGE
1,500 TON
52,500 BUSHELS
453,600 GALLONS

ONE 15-BARGE TOW
22,500 TON
787,500 BUSHELS
6,804,000 GALLONS

ONE JUMBO HOPPER CAR
112 TON
4,000 BUSHELS
33,870 GALLONS

ONE 100-CAR TRAIN
11,200 TON
400,000 BUSHELS
3,387,000 GALLONS

ONE LARGE SEMI
26 TON
910 BUSHELS
7,865 GALLONS

Equivalent Units

ONE BARGE

58 LARGE SEMIS

13.4 JUMBO HOPPER CARS

ONE 15-BARGE TOW

TWO 100-CAR TRAINS

870 LARGE SEMIS

Equivalent Lengths

ONE 15-BARGE TOW
0.25 MILE

TWO 100-CAR TRAINS
2.4 MILES

870 LARGE SEMIS
11.5 MILES
(BUMPER TO BUMPER)
PM 444 8-19-14
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Mark Walczynski

Mark’s keen interest in history (especially French and Native American history of central
Illinois) and experience from working at Starved Rock for over 25 years make him an

Starved Rock Foundation
&
Educator

invaluable resource. During the meeting, Mark spoke of how Starved Rock was turned
into a park due people wanting to preserve the space from development. The park also
attracted people using cars and newly built highways to escape Chicago’s urbanity. Mark
also spoke of Central Illinois’ contribution to the Civil War, including W.H.L. Wallace, a
general that served in the 11th Illinois Regiment, who was mortally wounded at the battle
of Shilo and is buried (with his horse) in Ottawa and is featured in one of the city’s murals.

Debb Ladgenski

Debb wanted the byway committee to know about the rich mining history of Spring Valley
and how its effects are still being felt today, especially in regards to labor standards and

Spring Valley Economic
Director

the 8-hour workday. John Mitchell, the “Father of the 8-hour Day” lived and worked in
Spring Valley coal mines before becoming president of the United Mine Workers of America
in 1898. Edward Hall, a Revolutionary War veteran and one of the early settlers of the area,

Hall’s pension petition has been

is also buried in Spring Valley. Hall was a farmer and circuit riding preacher during his time

transcribed and can be found at: www.

in Illinois. Debb also mentioned her family history--her husband’s grandfather worked the

revwarapps.org/w3017.pdf

Cherry mine and was 16 when the disaster struck. He was given the job of guarding the
bodies--to keep the dogs at bay.

Diane Sanders

Diane expressed that she hoped that this effort would create synergy around historical
tourism where existing facilities could direct people to other historic sites along the byway.

Reddick Mansion

Diane also holds a wealth of information on the Reddick family and how the family helped
to spur development of the local towns through their use of technology in creating zinc.
She is interested in creating a tour that highlights architectural treasures along the byway.

Steve Seaborn
Historical Reenactor

Imbued with a passion for history and theatre, Steve helps history come alive in several
settings designed for the public. He regularly performs at various local historical sites-including Reddick Mansion and the Hegeler Museum--as various personifications of
historical actors. Among the characters he plays are: Irish Canal Worker; CCC worker; and
E.C. Hegeler.

Douglas Gift

Doug wanted to bring attention to the Sulphur Spring Hotel (AKA the Half-Way House), a
historic building and former hotel situated “half-way” between Peoria and Chicago. As a

La Salle County
Commission for Tourism

place of lodging, it was popular with travelers--especially lawyers. Abraham Lincoln was
rumored to have stayed there. Doug also suggested getting in contact with the La Salle
County Historical Society and Steve Stout, a newspaper reporter and local author.
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Stephanie Seawell

New to the area and newly part of the ILHS, Stephanie seeks to expand labor history
offerings outside of the Chicago area. With recent designation of the Pullman National

Illinois Labor History
Society

Monument, the ILHS would like to develop Labor Trails that extend beyond Chicago.

Mike Matejka

A longtime coordinator with local labor unions, Mike’s familiarity and connections within
local unions could be an invaluable resource. Mike noted that the ILHS would be willing

Illinois Labor History
Society & Great Plains
Laborers District Council

to coordinate and locate workers and former workers who worked on major projects
in the area. On a personal level, Mike was struck by the intersection between ethnicity
and identity. Finally, Mike mentioned several contacts that could be worthy of attention,
among them were: Madeline Piller (middle school student that led the efforts to get the
radium girl statues made in Ottawa); Karen Tintori (author of a book on the Cherry Mine
disaster); Steve Stout (created a comic book about the Cherry Mine disaster)

Stout’s Cherry Mine Disaster Novel

Kevin Ewbank

Public Meeting #2 Participants: Peoria Riverfront Museum
Kevin graciously attended a second meeting, this time bringing more ideas and
photographs. In addition to the comments made at Starved Rock, Kevin also made note

US Army Corps of
Engineers

of the following historical events that took place along the river: the existence of a
tuberculosis camp located in what is now Buffalo Rock State Park; the career of Illinoisborn Hall of Fame baseball player Jim Bottomley; and the development of disc golf courses
along the byway.

Sam Gappmayer

As director of the Peoria Riverfront Museum, Sam provided the space for the meeting and
assisted in publicizing the meeting.

Peoria Riverfront Museum
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Bobbie & Bill Rice

Bobbie and Bill came to the meeting to announce their new River and Rails Display at the
Wheels O Time Museum, a large museum that spans four buildings with over 30,000 square

Wheels O’ Time Museum

feet of space that focuses on transportation and machines. Bobbie also called attention to
the fact that the museum has a nearly 200 feet long map of the river from the early 1900s
that was created by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Mike Krost

Mike drew our attention to several features in the Chillicothe area. For example, the Shore
Acres Clubhouse, built in 1915 as the Peoria Automobile Club. It has recently undergone

Chillicothe Parks

renovations and is a major historic and civic feature in Chillicothe. Mike also noted that the
river is that while you can view the river from Grand View Drive, one can experience it on
River Beach Drive.

Shore Acres Clubhouse

Carol Masek
Chillicothe Parks

Carol echoed Mike’s sentiment that Shore Acres Park is deserving of celebration on
the byway, and will be celebrating its centennial this September. Carol also provided
documents on the history of Shore Acres Park and the Peoria Automobile Club, which
helped organize the construction of roads to Chicago to create tourism opportunities
up and down the Illinois River Valley. One such road was the Peoria-Henry Road, built
immediately following WWI. Some of this road is still visible in Rome along the seawall.

Dianne Colwell

Diane attended the meeting to raise awareness of several things that the Chillicothe
Historical Society has been involved in. One such event is the development of Zorrofest,

Chillicothe Historical
Society

a tribute to author Johnston McCulley, the creator of Zorro, and former resident of
Chillicothe. She also informed the audience that the railroad museum is a popular
attraction and that they are developing a display on pottery shards that are being
identified by Dickson Mounds director Mike Wiant.
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Gill Colwell

Gill was another member of the Chillicothe Historical Society that attended the meeting.
His interest in ice and refrigeration has spurred his research of the Joe Carroll Ice House in

Chillicothe Historical
Society

Chillicothe. He hopes to have some research to share soon.

Gary Fyke

Gary is an excellent resource for finding connections between Chillicothe and Peoria and
has a knack for identifying patterns buried in the historical record. He is available for

Chillicothe Historical
Society & Local Historian

reference purposes and to help identify connections. For example, he remarked that it was
a man from Chillicothe, Tom Callahan, who founded a department chain, “The Golden Rule”
and hired (and later helped fund) James Cash Penny, the founder of J.C. Penny. Later, Penny
would buy up most of the Golden Rule stores. He would return the favor to Chillicothe by
giving a talk at a reopening of a Methodist Church in the town. .

John Wabel

John’s contribution to the meeting involved main details and historic facts about Lacon.
One of the more interesting aspects of Lacon’s history was the fact that for many years

Lacon Town Councilor

the town had a pontoon bridge that connected it to the other side of the river. When river
traffic needed to pass, one portion of the bridge was allowed the swing down the river with
the current, opening the channel to passing boats. It was replaced by the current bridge in
1939.

View of the Lacon Pontoon Bridge, 1937.

Doug Crew

Doug reiterated the importance of being able to experience the river straight from the
byway is possible in the Chillicothe area. He related how the River Beach Drive, completed

Mayor of Chillicothe

between 1918-1920, was a difficult task due to the work being performed during a
particularly chilly winter. Doug said that the workers, many of whom had just returned
from Europe, had to use straw and fires to cure the concrete.
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Chris Monovich

Chris came to the meeting to express his pleasure to the group about the opportunities
that the area provided to people and family from the Chicago area as a close place to

Visitor & Member of Public

relax. He noted that he has brought several Boy Scout Troops to camp at Starved Rock. He
encouraged greater outreach to groups such as the Boy Scouts and other organizations
from the Chicago area.

Marilyn Leland

Marilyn wanted to ensure that the byway committee was aware of the following: that
Shore Acres Park in Chillicothe has a marker commemorating Gomo’s village. That Fondulac

Member of Public

Drive in East Peoria has views of Peoria; that there are campsites and geocaching sites at
Spindler Marina and Trail in East Peoria; and finally that Grand View Drive has excellent
views of the river.

Joyce Blunenshire

Joyce brought attention to a few gems along Peoria’s riverfront, including an abandoned
railroad turntable and the riverfront trail. Several of the hiking/biking trails that lead into

Member of Public

Peoria connect to the Peoria Riverfront, including the Kellar Branch Trail.

Photo of the train turnstyle

Hugh Higgins

Hugh drew attention to the presence of the Fogelberg memorial,dedicated in 2010, which
is placed along the Peoria Riverfront. Dan Fogelberg, a popular musician from Peoria, is

Co-Founder of Fogelberg
Foundation of Peoria

remembered for his creativity and music and frequently referenced life in central Illinois--

Walter C Ruppman

Walter noted the regular activities the society is involved in, such as guided trolley tours,

including the river--in his songs.

and the two historic properties that the Peoria Historical Society has in its possession. The

Executive Director: Peoria
Historical Society
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Public Meeting #3 Participants: Dickson Mounds Museum

Christine Belles

Christine and her husband have the unique pleasure of owning property that has the Twin
Mounds on it. These mounds were used as an easily identifiable landmark from the river

Public

and there are documents from the 1600s which relate to their use as a landmark for French
explorers and traders. For example, Henri Joutel’s 1687 journal entry notes the presence of
the Deux Mammelles (two breasts).

Twin Mounds, seen in this photo from
1994.

Emily Grady

As a member of a group of historical reenactors, Emily wanted to connect with the byway
committee to ensure that the groups various activities, such as the Spoon River Drive

Mackinaw Valley
Longrifles & Illinois
Christmas Tree
Association
Nancy Glick

and their Voyageur Canoe trips, are advertised as activities that byway travelers can do.
The club has about 75 members and operate as both a living history museum and as an
association of friends.

As a librarian at Havana’s 1901 Carnegie Library, Nancy is the town’s unoffical historian. The
library also hosts many historic documents and photographs. She noted several interesting

Havana Public Library

and important aspects about the history of the town and surrounding area, including:
cigar manufacturing in Havana; the Chautauqua’s importance to the area (and the related
development of improving the status and education of women); that Havana was a favored
wintering ground for circus acts; that the town had the Havana Wheel Works, Cresent
Forge and Shovel ; the Havana Business society; and Beethoven Society.
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Bill Watts

Bill has lived nearly all his life along the Illinois River. Over the years, he’s seen a number
of changes along the river having to do with the environment and fishing. Bill has been

Public & Member of Fire
Department

fishing the Illinois River since 1943, when he went out with his father to fish commercially.
Parts of the lake that were over 10 feet deep are now only 1 foot deep. This has much to do
with changes upstream from the Havana. His deep roots to the area were also apparent in
the stories he related about his father and grandfather, including how from the late 19th to
the early 20th century, specially built train cars were used to transport live fish to the big
cities of the east. His ability to relate times on the river are a wealth of detail and provide
the “flavor” that is intrinsically interesting.

Above: This sign was hung by fishermen
in Havana to indicate how many
pounds of ice were needed for the
day. Right: A refrigerated car used to
transport fish caught in Havana.

Darel E. Hopsess

Darel grew up in the area and was a farmhand at Norris Farm. The farm was one of the
largest farms in the state and had operations throughout the Mid-West. It raised cattle,

Public

alfalfa pellets, and vegetables, including beans, which were hard work to farm. Part of
Norris farm was located where Emiquon and Thompson Lake are now. The farm required
a drainage district and levy system to manage and ensure it could bring lands under
production.

Marion Ogden

Marion had the distinct pleasure of growing up on a house that was built upon a Native
American burial mound. He had several fascinating stories about the Dicksons, about the

Public

excavation of the mound underneath his own house, and how during the 1930s his family
offered tours to passing motorists of the mound, where they could see the bodies for a
small fee. According to Marion, one such visitor was Al Capone.
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View of Peoria in 1848.

Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway
Interpretive Plan
2015 • Sea Reach, Ltd.

92

Appendix II: Future
Byway Destinations
Criteria for Inclusion
Adding New Sites
Criteria for including additional sites in a scenic byway should have clear standards that
fit the byway’s goals as well as the communities it serves. There should be in place clear
guidelines for new sites to be added to the existing natural and historic destinations.
Because a byway’s branding is dependent on clarity and simplicity of messaging,
guidance on which destinations to include is critical.
Provided is a two-step process for determining whether or not a destination should be
added as a destination in the Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway. Destinations
MUST qualify under both Steps 1 and 2 to be added to the plan.
Note: This chapter is intended to be a reference that should be tailored to the desires of
the byway committee. This guide will provide a starting point for developing a rationale
that is fair and transparent.

Step 1: Categories for Inclusion
Destinations must fall under one of the following categories and meet the criteria
established for this system.
COMMERCIAL ATTRACTIONS
Arboreta and Botanical Gardens
A place where a wide variety of live plants are cultivated for scientific, education,
and ornamental purposes, often including a library, a herbarium, greenhouses,
laboratory spaces, and open grounds. These are facilities with a reasonable guarantee
of permanence, and where adequate labeling of plants is common and proper
documentation of the collection takes place. Must have facilities that are open to the
general public.
Unique Natural Areas
A naturally occurring area or site of interest to the general public. May include water
features or special geologic formations.
Zoos, Zoological Gardens, Animal Parks and Aquariums
A place where animals, reptiles or fish are kept, often-in combination with indoors and
outdoors spaces. Must have facilities that are open to the general public.
COMMUNITY DESTINATIONS
Courthouses/Government Buildings
Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway
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A public building, structure or complex used by a federal, county, state or municipal
government for the purpose of convening official legal activities and that is open to the
public.
Military Bases
A facility operated by the State or Federal government for training or support of military
troops or for inventorying and warehousing military equipment.
CULTURAL / INSTITUTIONAL DESTINATIONS
College or University
An educational institution that is accredited and grants degrees. It should have oncampus areas accessible to non-students, such as museums, theaters, and concert halls.
Courthouses/Government Buildings
A public building, structure, or complex used by a Federal, County, State or municipal
government for the purpose of convening official legal activities, many of which have
historic interpretive media..
Libraries
A repository for literary and artistic materials, such as books, periodicals, newspapers,
recordings, films, and electronic media, kept and systemically arranged for use and
reference. Operated either by the City, County, or by a non-profit organization.
Museums
A facility in which works of artistic, historical, or scientific value are cared for and
exhibited to the general public.
Theatres, Performing Arts, and Concert Halls
Any not-for profit facility used for the public’s enjoyment of the performing arts that has
a minimum occupancy capacity of 50 people and associated parking.
HISTORICAL / ARCHITECTURAL DESTINATIONS
Historic Site
A structure or place of historical, archaeological or architectural significance listed
on or eligible for listing on the National or State Register of Historic Places. The site
must be accessible to the general public and provide a place where visitors can obtain
information about the historic site.
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Historic District
A district or zone listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places or otherwise designated by state or local entities. Historic districts shall provide
the general public with a single, central location such as a self-service kiosk or welcome
center where visitors can obtain information concerning the historic district.
RECREATIONAL DESTINATIONS
Rivers, Bridges & Waterfronts
Areas with access to and views of significant waterways, which are recognized by the
byway as having significant recreational or cultural value and are open to the public a
minimum of 180 days per calendar year.
Boat Launch
A public facility for the docking or launching of boats.
Canoeing and Kayaking
Public areas with established canoeing or kayaking facilities. Individual private
attractions shall not be eligible for signage.
Hiking and Biking Trails/Routes
Areas designated for recreational hiking, biking, walking, etc. which are publicly
accessible, and owned and maintained by the City, State, Federal Government, or nonprofit organizations. Signs will only be installed at locations that direct to an established
trailhead with parking facilities.
Parks – National, State, Regional and Forests
An area so designated and under the jurisdiction of the state or federal, or non-profit
organization with facilities open to the general public.
Parks – City
An area so designated and under the jurisdiction of a city with facilities open to the
general public and with enough amenities that its appeal is broader than a particular
neighborhood or singular district. Required amenities include a restroom and public
parking.
TOURIST SERVICES
Visitor Information Centers
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A facility where the primary purpose of its operation is to provide information and
tourist supportive services. Adequate parking must be provided to support such center.
Heritage Roads, Historic Routes and Trails
A road, trail, or route designated by IDOT, United States Department of the Interior, or
other Federal agency as being part of a national or state recognized historic or heritage
park/trail system.

Step 2: Criteria for Eligibility
If a destination can be included in an approved category (step 1), then it qualifies for
being examined under this test. To determine whether or not a particular destination
qualifies for listing within byway’s signage it must meet or exceed the objective criteria
outlined below. A minimum score of 55 is needed to be signed as a destination.
1. SIZE OF ATTRACTION
An attraction should report the total number of full time employees or full time
equivalent for part-time employees, during the attraction’s peak season. For example,
an employee who works 50 percent of a normal full-time employee should be counted
as half. Non-profit attractions can count volunteer staff, using the same method of
equivalent calculation.
Number of Full-Time Employee Equivalents:
criteria							

scoring

More than 30							

25

20-29								

20

11-19								

15

Less than 10							

10

2. ADEQUATE ROAD SYSTEM
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criteria							

scoring

Paved Road with clearly visible entrance signing			

10

Unpaved Road with clearly visible entrance 			

5

Unclear Entrance with sign not visible within 200 feet of entrance

0
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3. ADEQUATE PARKING FACILITIES
Source: Institute of Transportation Engineers Standards for Parking Generation, 2004
criteria								

scoring

Sufficient parking for the attraction on a paved area.			

15

Sufficient parking for the attraction attendance on an unpaved area.

10

Only on-street parking or parking in public lots.				

10

Insufficient parking on attraction				

5

.

4. SEASONAL OPERATION
criteria								

scoring

Open 12 months per year						

20

Open at least 6 months per year						

15

Open less than 6 months per year					

5

5. HOURS OF OPERATION
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criteria								

scoring

Open 56 or more hours per week						

20

Open between 40 and 56 hours/week					

10

Open less than 40 hours/week						

5

97

6. ATTRACTION OF REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE
AS IDENTIFIED BY STAKEHOLDERS/
criteria								

scoring

National Recognition							

20

Regional Recognition							

10

Local Recognition							

5

The minimum score to qualify is 55		
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GRAND TOTAL _____________

Appendix III: Partners
Identifying Potentials for Collaboration
National, Regional, Local
Developing connections and contacts with organizations that share the same or similar
goals as the byway will help to strengthen individual byway destinations, businesses
in byway communities, and other visitor and tourism-related activities in ways that can
create synergies to improve the visitor experience for all. These partners, both actual
and potential, have the opportunity to expand the reach of the byway and increase the
numbers of people traveling the byway while creating a richer experience for visitors
and residents alike.

Local Partners
Local institutions and partners form the heart of the byway experience. Many of these
partners are destinations in their own right. Ensuring cooperation and collaboration
between these partners is essential in maintaining the current push for greater
incorporation of the historical insight and detail. Many of these institutions have
significant historical collections that can be made available through the byway or can
be used to strengthen the theme of innovation along the byway while at the same
time garnering more visitation to their own destinations and the expanded use of their
collections.
Beyond city and county governments within the byway area, the following institutions
and groups have been identified as
Dickson Mounds State Museum
Havana Public Library
Peoria Historical Society
Peoria Riverfront Museum
Bradley University
Caterpillar Visitor Center & Caterpillar Inc.
Ottawa Historical Society
Reddick Mansion
Hegeler Carus Foundation
Lacon Library
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Wheels O’ Time Museum
Starved Rock State Park

Regional Partners
Illinois Labor History Society
Canal Corridor Association
Friends of Hennepin Canal
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Great River Road National Scenic Byway
Historic National Road National Scenic Byway
Historic Route 66 National Scenic Byway
Lincoln Highway National Scenic Byway
Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway
Ohio River Scenic Byway

National Partners
Federal Highway Administration
US Army Corps of Engineers
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Appendix IV: Sites
The following pages contain a list of existing and potential sites along the byway. They
include sites designated by the Natural Resources Plan as well as those found by this
planning effort.
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Waypoint	
  #

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Byway	
  Section
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa	
  
Ottawa
Ottawa
Ottawa
Ottawa
Ottawa

22 Ottawa
23 Ottawa

24 Ottawa
25 Ottawa
26 Ottawa

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  

11 Princeton	
  
12 Princeton	
  
13 Princeton	
  
14 Princeton	
  
15 Princeton	
  
16 Princeton	
  
Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway
17 Princeton	
  
Interpretive Plan
18Ltd.
Princeton	
  
2015 • Sea Reach,
19 Princeton	
  
20 Princeton
21 Princeton

Site	
  Name
City	
  of	
  Ottawa	
  
Illini	
  State	
  Park	
  
Illinois	
  and	
  Michigan	
  Canal	
  
Sandy	
  Ford	
  Natural	
  Area	
  
Hopalong	
  Cassidy	
  Trail	
  
Catlin	
  County	
  Park	
  
Starved	
  Rock	
  State	
  Park	
  
Matthiessen	
  State	
  Park	
  
Mitchell	
  Grove	
  Nature	
  Preserve	
  
Village	
  of	
  Utica	
  
Illinois	
  Waterway	
  Visitors	
  Center	
  
Buffalo	
  Rock	
  State	
  Park	
  
Spring	
  Lake	
  Park	
  
Weber	
  House	
  and	
  Garden	
  
Hegeler	
  Carus	
  Mansion	
  
Flock	
  to	
  the	
  Rock	
  (Event)
Reddick	
  Mansion
Radium	
  Girl	
  Statue
Allen	
  Park
Downtown	
  Ottawa	
  Murals
LaSalle	
  County	
  Historical	
  Society	
  &	
  Museum

Managing	
  Entity
City	
  of	
  Ottawa	
  
IDNR	
  
IDNR
IDNR	
  
Streator	
  Tourism
LaSalle	
  County
IDNR	
  
IDNR	
  
IDNR	
  
U.S.	
  Army	
  Corps	
  of	
  Engineers	
  
IDNR	
  
City	
  of	
  Streator	
  
Streator	
  Tourism
Hegeler	
  Carus	
  Foundation
LaSalle	
  County	
  Tourism	
  Assn.	
  

LaSalle	
  History	
  Panels	
  (Zinc,	
  1894	
  strike,	
  other	
  
TBD
history)
Westclox	
  Factory
?
Peru	
  History	
  Panels	
  (Zinc,	
  Westclox,	
  Maud	
  
Powell,	
  Nails)
Spring	
  Valley	
  History	
  Panels	
  (Coal	
  Mining,	
  
labor	
  history,	
  Billy	
  Papke)
De	
  Pue	
  Panels	
  on	
  "The	
  big	
  bend"/river	
  boats	
  
&	
  Zinc	
  plant

Warneke	
  Woods	
  
Hennepin	
  Canal	
  Parkway	
  State	
  Park	
  
McCune	
  Sand	
  Prairie
Witness	
  Tree	
  
Mautino	
  State	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  Area	
  
LaFayette	
  Home	
  Nursery	
  
Indian	
  Creek	
  Vineyard	
  
Schneider’s	
  Orchard	
  
Condit’s	
  Ranch	
  and	
  Stables	
  
Miller-‐Anderson	
  Woods	
  Nature	
  Preserve
Hennepin	
  and	
  Hopper	
  Lakes	
  Restoration	
  
Project
Putnam	
  County	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Conservation	
  District
Boggio’s	
  Little	
  Mountain	
  Orchard	
  
Plow	
  Creek	
  Farm
Hornbaker	
  Gardens
Donnelley	
  Depue	
  State	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  Area
Old	
  Indian	
  Boundary	
  	
  	
  	
  Line	
  Prairie	
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Barto	
  Landing
Red	
  Covered	
  Bridge
Lovejoy	
  House
Amtrak	
  Railroad	
  Station

City
Ottawa
Marseilles
LaSalle
Streator
Streator
Ottawa
Utica
Utica
Utica
Utica
Ottawa
Ottawa
Streator
Streator
LaSalle
Ottawa
Ottawa
Ottawa
Ottawa
Utica

LaSalle
Peru

TBD

Peru

TBD

Spring	
  Valley

TBD

De	
  Pue

Bureau	
  County	
  SWCD	
  
IDNR	
  
Bureau	
  County	
  SWCD	
  
Bureau	
  County	
  SWCD	
  
IDNR	
  
Owner
Owner
Owner
Owner
IDNR

Princeton
Sheffield
Mineral
Princeton
Sheffield
Lafayette
Toulon
Henry
Putnam
DePue

The	
  Wetlands	
  Initiative
IDNR	
  
Owner
Owner
Owner
IDNR
Bureau	
  County	
  SWCD	
  
Hall	
  Township	
  
Bureau	
  County
NPS
Amtrak

Hennepin
Hennepin
Granville
Tiskilwa
Princeton
DePue
Princeton
Spring	
  Valley
Princeton
Princeton
Princeton

Gateway	
  Kiosk
X

Priority	
  Site

Commerce

X

X
X
X

X

Geology
X
X

Ecology

X

X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X

X
X
X
X

Culture
X

X

X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X

X

Recommend	
  at	
  
Lake	
  Park

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X

X
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X
X

X

X
X
X

X
X
X
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X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X
X
X

Recommend	
  place	
  
near	
  public	
  library	
  
or	
  Lock	
  16
Recommend	
  at	
  
Market	
  Square	
  
Park

X

X

Notes

X

X

y

y

History
X

X
X

5
6
7
8
9
10

Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton	
  
Princeton
Princeton

22 Princeton

Mautino	
  State	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  Area	
  
LaFayette	
  Home	
  Nursery	
  
Indian	
  Creek	
  Vineyard	
  
Schneider’s	
  Orchard	
  
Condit’s	
  Ranch	
  and	
  Stables	
  
Miller-‐Anderson	
  Woods	
  Nature	
  Preserve
Hennepin	
  and	
  Hopper	
  Lakes	
  Restoration	
  
Project
Putnam	
  County	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Conservation	
  District
Boggio’s	
  Little	
  Mountain	
  Orchard	
  
Plow	
  Creek	
  Farm
Hornbaker	
  Gardens
Donnelley	
  Depue	
  State	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  Area
Old	
  Indian	
  Boundary	
  	
  	
  	
  Line	
  Prairie	
  
Barto	
  Landing
Red	
  Covered	
  Bridge
Lovejoy	
  House
Amtrak	
  Railroad	
  Station
Henry	
  History	
  Panels	
  (Steamboat	
  Elsie,	
  locks,	
  
bridges	
  over	
  Illinois)

IDNR	
  
Owner
Owner
Owner
Owner
IDNR

Sheffield
Lafayette
Toulon
Henry
Putnam
DePue

The	
  Wetlands	
  Initiative
IDNR	
  
Owner
Owner
Owner
IDNR
Bureau	
  County	
  SWCD	
  
Hall	
  Township	
  
Bureau	
  County
NPS
Amtrak

Hennepin
Hennepin
Granville
Tiskilwa
Princeton
DePue
Princeton
Spring	
  Valley
Princeton
Princeton
Princeton

TBD

Henry

Spirit	
  of	
  Peoria	
  
Peoria	
  Park	
  District	
  
Peoria	
  Riverfront	
  Museum
IDNR
IDNR	
  
Peoria	
  Park	
  District
Owner
IDNR	
  
Owner
Peoria	
  Park	
  District	
  

Peoria
Peoria
Peoria
Hanna	
  City
Brimfield
Edwards
Peoria
Peoria
Dunlap
Peoria

Peoria	
  Park	
  District
Springdale	
  Foundation
Peoria	
  Park	
  District
Peoria	
  Riverfront	
  Association
Owner
The	
  Village	
  of	
  Peoria	
  Heights
Caterpillar
Bradley	
  University

Peoria
Peoria
Peoria
Peoria
Edwards
Peoria	
  Heigh
Peoria
Peoria

Peoria	
  Park	
  District
TBD
TBD
Owner

Peoria
Bartonville
Bartonville
Dunlap

Fondulac	
  Park	
  District	
  
Fondulac	
  Park	
  District	
  
Peoria	
  Park	
  District	
  
Peoria	
  Park	
  District	
  
Peoria	
  Park	
  District	
  
Chillicothe	
  Park	
  District	
  
IDNR
City	
  of	
  Toluca	
  
Fondulac	
  Park	
  District

East	
  Peoria
East	
  Peoria
Peoria
Peoria
Chillicothe
Chillicothe
Lacon
Toluca
East	
  Peoria

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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Site Name
River Trail of Illinois
East Peoria Riverfront Greenway
Detweiller Park
Robinson Park
Camp Wokanda
Shore Acres Park
Marshall State Fish and Wildlife Area
Toluca Coal Mine Park
Bennett’s Terraqueous Garden
East Peoria Riverfront Park
Wightman Lake
Restoration Project
Singing Woods
Fondulac Drive
Fondulac Farm Park
North River Beach Drive
Rock Island Railroad Museum
Edelstein hill
Chillicothe Area History Museum
Fort

Managing Entity
Fondulac Park District
Fondulac Park District
Peoria Park District
Peoria Park District
Peoria Park District
Chillicothe Park District
IDNR
City of Toluca
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Ducks Unlimited
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Dirksen Park
McNaughton Park
Independence Park
Fort Crevecoeur Park
Tante Park
Lavender Creek Farm
Mackinaw Valley Vineyard
Mendenhall Park Wetland Area
Spring Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area
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Pekin Park District
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Lakeland Park
Big Creek Park
Canton Lake
Banner Marsh State Fish and Wildlife Area

Pekin Main Street
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Pekin Riverfront Park
Pekin Main Street’s Eagle Census Festival
(Event)
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The City of Pekin
Pekin Main Street
Pekin Chamber of Commerce
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Site Name
Lakeland Park
Big Creek Park
Canton Lake
Banner Marsh State Fish and Wildlife Area
Rice Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area
Fulton County Camping and Recreation Area
The Nature Conservancy Emiquon Preserve
Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge
Bill Swango’s Wildlife Art Gallery
Orchard Hill Farm
Dickson Mounds Museum
Spoon River College Arboretum
Liverpool Riverfront
Bernadotte Dam on the Spoon River
Copperas Creek
Canton History (IH, Underground RR, coal,
War of 1812)

Managing Entity
Canton Park District
Canton Park District
City of Canton
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IDNR
Fulton County
The Nature Conservancy
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Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge
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